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IN SEARCH OF PEACE

ht b g th wb poetlk Tg
d 4 th hool  fpht

phy h m p db f g Kogh
m

—SAROJINt NAIDU

THE Victorian Age was the age of peace Sand
wiched between the stormy times that preceded and
the still stormier decades that followed 1t may be
looked upon as the Golden Age of the present civilisa
ton

Let us go back to the early period of the nmeteenth
century when the history of the Bengal Renaissance
was in the making  The sixteenth century 1s part:
cularly known for the revival of art and letters under
the influence of classical models 10 the Western
Europe The course adopted by the Bengal Renaissance
Movement 1n the nineteenth century was surprisingly
similar to that of Europe in the sixteenth century

Qf course similar efforts conclude 1n a sumilar
manner and sumlar actions have simlar reactions
The history of mankind has preserved thousands of
such instances that go a long way to bear testimony to
this fact The history of the Ancient India 1s dyed
red with the blood of the Dnvadans so ruthlessly
shed by the Aryans The other chapter of the history
opens with the murder and massacre of the Aryap
the tyrants by the foteighers The Brahmins pu
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dras with hot melted lead m thesr ears the
(})IZ‘SU were d d and d& ded the
Moha d The Moh d with  the
avance of victory plundered the freedam of the world
the Moh dans wese Hled to be on their knees
before the supenor mght In the same way when
we look into the pages of the history of Europe we
find that che Roman emperors while wuding their
harses used to put their feez on the shoulders of the
submussive sovereigns but the cime came whena Romans
had to suffer for the oppression and batbarny they
had rendered to other nations intomcated with thesr
prde kingly d: and grand civilisa
tion  The nvisble hand of Nemesis gave such a
heavy slap on the majestic face of the Old Rome that
the Roman unpenialism was obliged to knock out its
true nature—rhe mockery of aivilisation
Stmulatly we can take the case of an mmdividual a
group a nation ot a country and can very confidently
say that Nature accordimng to sts unchangeable principle
does not exempt any party from getung proper reward
or rerahation for its good deeds or misdoings
Just sn the same manner effores put foreh for the
night couse produce good results though at one ume
at an early stage and at the other atalaterone In
aceordance with the law of Nature the Renassance
Movement of Europe brought ount the best results
awakeming che peaple of Europe to a new life  Exactly
the same law was apphcable to the results of the
Renatssance Movement of Bengal
To the West the shock was given by the concussion
of the Arabic cavilssation and the faith of Islam  The
taseneibihity of the ntellectual suffertngs of Europe—a
vistble msigma of the Dark Ages—turned mto the
sense of reason Thus shock was the foreshadow of
the intellectual progress in Europe  There happened
afteswards the revival of the Lann and Greek ants
qaities gaving rebith to Latn and Greek arc and
culture  The shock was also foliowed by a pew
nterpretation of the Chnstian Scnptures  Both
revival and interpretation acung together formed the
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full Reformation and Renaissance

‘o the East the shock was given by the concussion
of the Western civilisation which 1nfu ed something
uncommon and new in the East helpir g forward its
remarkable rebirth  There happened afterwards the
movement for bringing back into vogue the Sansknt
cl1s 1cs—the treasures of the early Aryan Age The
shoch was also followed by the reformation from
within of the ancient Hindu mythology Both revival
and reformation actmg together gave promunence
to the Bengal Renarssance Movement led by the most

1 stic leader—Rabind h Tagore

During the time of Sir Willlam Bentinck Lord
Macaulay planned for introducing the Enghsh language
as the medium of mstruction 1 India  His famous
minute was written i 1835 In support of his scheme
he himself said that 1t should be their endeavour ag
far as possible to create such a mass in Indizas would
do the mtermediary worh by conciliation and com
promse between them and millons of subjects In
Bengal 1t was then a burning question whether the
mntroduction of the English language m accordance
with Macaulay s mmute should be encouraged or
not It was on of the most momentous question
ever discussed und r the sun  Perhaps one may
doubt the tmportance of the question but no wise
brain aware of the 1ssues mvolved not for Bengal
only but for the whaole of the East will find any
exaggeration in the significance of the question

It was no less than Macaulay s folly to distegard
Sanskrt classics and Bengah literature  He was
gulty 1n the eyes of our countrymen_ of pourng
contempt upon the Sansknt language Nevertheless
Macaulay had the upper hand people s voice fell on
deaf ears However the people received a shock
Their sentiments were aroused and they were naturally
c led their to go deep into the
Sanskrit ¢l ssics and there came the hour of revival

Prof Wilson in 1853 while dehvering a speech
before the Parliament expressed s opinton about
Macaulay s minute saying that m reality they had
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created a mass of the English knowing people who had
no sympathy with their countrymen and if they had
had any 1t was of no asail to them

Ina way Prof Wilson was nght  Just after the
mtroduction of the English language the new Dfe
which first appeared led to the shaking of old customs
and ancient convictions and the social sphere was
disturbed to an utmost extent The people were
thrown in 2 vast ocean and they had to strain every
nerve to reach the shore  They needed from without
a shock and they had got 1t They struggled to get
out of the cormmotion At this stage Wilson s maight
proved practically at fault Quite reverse to his
expectations the Enghsh knowing people proved true
sympathisers of thewr countrymen and every umit of
their sympathy was of teal use to their motherland
The language which can express most medern and
scientific 1deas immensely increased the potentiality of
our Indian vernaculars

Raja Rammohan Roy was the one prominent
personality whose noble presence played a great part at
this juncture 1 saving Bengal from misfortune His
self command distinctive character and tuteliry spirst
singled him out among his contemporaries Hiy pro-
phetic vision made him one to gauge quite accutately
the force of every new current He also had the
qualines to foresee the results of every movement and
guide the Feuv\e m his own way with an accuracy
mecapable of missing the mark  Raja Rammohan Roy
was not the least of an opportumist  He could never
tolerate to wait for dead men s shoes He was rather
of the belief that chances are always at our threshold
and we are to pick them up He paved out a new
road vehemently promoting the new Western learming
and helping forward Macauvlav s programme with all
his  est and zeal But hus efforts put forth n
this respect did not 1n any way cortespond to
Prof Wilson s version  The best spinit of his temark
able life was prone to fill the hearts of Bengalees with a
tru_reverence for the Indian past It would naturally
1 ad to the revival of the Sanskrit classics for the
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Indian past was bright mostly with the same Taken
m this sense Raja Rammohan Roy was the cro n of
the revival movement Besides he never neglected
his own vemnacular the Bengali language rather
recognised 1ts full value by bringing st back wnto
literaryu e

Our Poet s father Maharsh1 Devendranath Tagore
was the next prommnent personality known for the
Iiteraty revival in Bengal The Maharshi got his early
education at the school founded by Raja Rammohan
Roy and was influericed by the teachings of the latter
recewved by him through his teachers 1o the school

e Maharsh:1 was same to Raja Rammchan Roys
kingdom of thought as Albar was to Babar s lingdom
of India  The Raja rooted a plant deep in the soil of
Bengal and the Maharsht watered st protected it and
made 1t grow mto a fruitful tree

The Maharshi enjoyed a hife of eighty eight years
Durmg this long period of his life he ever remained
busy with his Brahma Sama) work He personally
went from place to place preaching the Brahma
teligion and establishing branches of the Brahma
Sama; To lim ancient India was the cradle of all
that was pure 1n morals and rehgion  He wasaman
says his son Satyendranath  more deeply imbued
than any one m modern times “with the genutne spirit
of the ancient rishis It 1s singular that the one fireld
of religious mspiration which was foreign to him was
the Hebrew Scriptures FHe was never known to
quote the Bible nor do we find any allusion to Chrst
or his teachings n his sermons  For him the Indian
Seniptures sufficed  His rehigion vas Indian i origin
and expression it was Indian in1deasand mspuit  The
Maharsh: s rel h and moral b gave
spintual hight to that age with an emnence of its own
His holy personal winfluence was 1mmensely 1mpressive
and he was known as Maharsht not only among his
Brahma Samaj cicle but the tile was given to um
by umversal consent Du 1ng the days of the collision
of forergn and Indian cx
held his country close to its own historic past  Raja
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His indefatigable _eal for revival of ancient Indiman
culture accomplished more than any othet of his
contemporaties Bankim the celebrated novelist has
been called the ploneet of the Bengal Repais ance
Tagore may be called the high priest of this move
ment

Art comes easy to Rabindranath  Highest art it has
been said 1 unconscious and Rabndranaths are 15
undoubtedly unconscious It 1s said of hun that a
certamn gentleman apptoached him to interpret a poem
of his which had baffled his understanding for long
and Tagores retort was Ah! who knows what st
means?  He wrote through vision and hus vision was
quick and openn  Though not on purpose much of his
works are replete with the gospel of his father mn g
own mmitable simple style

It was not more than three decades back that he
camento the ime light  Even his countrymen did not
recognise tus gemus before he was lionised by the
West with the Nobel Prize His eatly poems are
subjective but the subjective tone 18 replaced by the
praphetic one 1 hislarer verse  Nplonger he sitain the
remate cotner to enjoy hm elf the ravishing delights
of Nature He 13 out to rub  houlders with the
common humanity 1o thare therr lot of sortows and
sufferings to face the pangs of bunger and paverty to
make a bold stand aganst the ey hand of death without
any fear and reabise God m fus contemplations

Fame and honour did not make him mtoxicated
He never forgot huis bumbler friends He was never
mdifferent to them even when at the highest rung of
the Fortune s fadder

He drew his inspiration from the soil of Bengal and
in turn Ins songs and poems inspired enchanted and
guided the Bengalee youth  Most of hus compositians
are symbol of the rising hopes and asprrations of his
own people He has filled therr hearts with rosy
dreams of  Golden Bepgal  Bengal 13 the acknowl
edged Tand of song and music snd through Rabindia
nath s influence all the rong and music has been
directed at realising that dream



The Poet 15 a man of viston and 1n his sub conscious
mind thete 1s a sacred sense of awe that God bas
vasited ks people and through hus musie and literature
be has niled the mind of his people with this awe
Vertly India retains even today her hving faith in the
Unseen

For a true understanding of the temperament and
cha acter of Rabmdranath Tagore it1s 1 ell worth to
recall the environment 1n wh ch he was nourished and
brought up When s father the Mabarshh was
present 1n the house all the household became still
and hushed as 1f anxious not to disturb his meditations

He was quite young when his mother died Het
face when he saw it for the last ame was calm and
beautiful in death and awakened in lim no sense of
childish terror 1t did not excite even wonder ail

eemed so peaceful It was much later that he was
conscious of death s real meanmg

In his childhood he was too much given to lone
Imess He remamed away from hus father vet s father s
influence was the deepest on Tagore s ife  To hum he
was Iiterally the founta n head of mspiration  When
the 1cy band of death had bereft him of mother s fond
love hes as kept 1n the charge of the servants of the
household He would sit day fter day in his room
and peeping through the wmdow would roam i a
wotld of imagmation

Since his wmfancy he vorshipped Nature To him
amere piece of cloud coming up in the blue sky would
make feel with joy Nature supplied him the food for
h1s 1magination 1n hus leisure  He never felt the lone
Iiness of his early life To hm Natufe was alo g
companion that never forsook him and always revealed
to him new treasures of beauty and joy

He would get up from sleep earlyn the mornmg
and would roam about m 18 garden and the meanest
flower that grew there filled hum with thoughts too
deép for tears mere breath in the open sunshine
would awake him to new 1 The trees green grass
the chirping of sparrows all conspired to tholl bim
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The Poet realised the wner beauty of the out one

fine morning mn the Free Scbool Lane Caleutta He
felt as if the thick verl of nynorance was rent asunder
with a dramatic suddenness  His mind was unu ually
calm and reposeful He was lost m warching the
sunnise from the Free School Lane Al of a sudden
he felt da led of an wmer vision  The el was tent
the darkness had gone He felt that eversthing va
elf lummous  every nore a perfect rthythm every
creature saturated with godhood He reah ed that
there was unity_behind all dnerswy  He beheld one
behind many  The distinetion of form and calour + as
lost  Every per an even the timest of Ining beings
was invested with the glory and treshness of a dream
A solemn glee possessed his oul  He was wrapped
mn meditation  His heart was full of love and gladness
botn of 1t

Then he went to the remote places he caled the
ixwy henghts of the Hurslayas m earch of such
ethereal joy  such mner visien of thurgs but he adly

aded  He felt ever since that this world 15 brimful
with jay and glory visible to tho e who have prerced
the thick veil of 1gnorance  The thick wall of orrow
vanishes like a cloud n the radiant light of love
Lo e transforms the most commonplace thing to a
thung of beauty and joy It eemed asif huy capacuty
for love was challenming oll lmutations He loved
everything greac as well assmall He saw his God
where the pathmaker was breslung stones where the
tiller was tidhing the graund  He loved the labourets
whose garments were covered with dust and faces
wnl_'i_ehred with fatigue
18 ecstatic mood possessed him for
on end His brothers decided to have a ;]ee‘:s?r‘cd:ryxxsv
to Darjeeling  Tagore n d them o th t
he might have a greater thull of this blhssful expe
nence—onencssat the core of all things  He expected
to find more severny m the heght of
the busy thoroughfare of the
< I that all along he had
H“«‘;l rongly thought




that truth could be got from outside The majestic
and Jofty peaks could whisper no truth mnto his eager
ears but the concourse and nowse of people n the
Saday Street had done that The Almiglty Lord His
wonder works He wotks alone unfathomed and
unknown He can open the whole universe in the
narrow space of a smgle line He can exhibit the
whole world 1n a gram ot sand can hold infintty in the
palm of your hand and eternity 1n an hour

The volume of Ins poems entitled Morning Songs
15 the expression of Poets ecstatic period—his first
viion He 1s inpatient to realise th beauty of the
world But for lack of practical experience his lvrics
though full of unagination are not mtimately related
to commeon human experience

Circumstances however so conspired that 1t was

o longer possible for him to live 10 an enchanted 1and

I;f dream and mma mation His father soon gauged
the sensibilittes of the poetic gens of his son and felt
that his intellectual development was tending to be
come lop-sided if he did not rub shoulders with the
practical men of the world With this end m view
he sent him away to supervise the family estate right
on the bank of the Ganges _ This change was a double
blessing to the youthful Tagore Firstly 1t brought
him mto contact with rnoral hfe of Bengal Day after
day he moved and talked with the native village folk
and dealt with the practical affairs  He began to un
derstand and appreciate their rising hopes and also the
fears that were looming large before their eyes He
awoke to the pangsof poverty and miery He had
never understood these monsters before The second
advantage that he derived from the char ge of environ
ment wasthat he bad a fine scope to commune with
Natute He could find no tetter place th n the sacred
bank of the Ganges for Nature study ‘The calm and
tranquillity mspired him to  ecstatic hetghts i thoughe
and thyme He would ro m from village to village
1n his boat and breathe fresh hife

Most of his time he pas ed in sifence For many days
at a stretch he would not exchange a single word
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any lving being till his voice became thin and weak
through lach of use Dunng fus boat excursions he
had the chance to study and converse with the village
foll to watch their custom and traditions 1o share
cheir joys and sorrows and feel their wantsand imita
tations This gave him enough maternal to take to
shott story wriang  Many of the short stories wrtten
m those days are excellent and some think these to
be supenor to many of s well known lyrics

Next phase 1 the ife of Tagore begins since he
went to Santinrketan from Shilaidah  When he was
superviaing huis father s estate he was feehng restless
like a young eagle to fly away and find wider scope
for his talents  The monoronous hife at Shilaidah was
only 2 long peniad of preparation

As time passed on he was becoming aware of an
wmner call to give up the present work and dedicote
Ius ife to the service of hus country At last he conld
not control this passion  He first came to Caloutta
and then to Santinileran and decided to found a
chool The difficulties to realsse th s aim were many
The matn was of rasing funds  He spared nothing
that belonged to hum  He sold his books his copy
night and everything that he could loy hand on but the
task he ha d for humself d ded much more
than he could gave  Fors time 1t appeared that the
mission he had cho en would fail but he carried on
the struggle and the traly and tribulations that beset
his way wotked a great and wholesome change mto
the ife of the Poer  These very obstacles proved to
be the birth throes of 2 greater maniphum  They
worked a great change 1n hus own mper lde

Atforty Ins wife died  He bad scarcely recovered
from this tude shock when his daughtet developed
symp of ¢ £ us condition
compelled him to gwve up school and nurse and tend
her but all hus effarrs proved 1n van She succumbed
to illness leaving gap in the Poct s sensitn e heart hever
to be filled agan  But che worst had yet 10 he  The
Poet s youngest son upon whom he bestowed mose
care than others fell suddenly il with cholera and
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died withm a few days

Death had preved upon three of his dearest ones
within a small interval but made herself the loved com
panion of the Poet—no longer an object of fear but
a bosom friend He had realised by this so-called
calamity that death was a great blessing 1n disguise
It was his belief that not even an atom 1 this universe
1slost  He was aware of a sense of completen ss To
him death 1n the last analysis was not a calamity but
a petfection

It was during this period of travail that Gitanzal
was written The original was written m Bengall

I wrote these poems the Poet said  for myself I

did not think of publishing them when 1 was wnting
He has attempted to express fullness of human Irfe_1nits
1ts beauty as perfection  These lyrics are full of subtlety
of thythm of untranslatable delicacies of colour of
metrical nventions  The work of a supreme culture
they yet appear as much the growth of the common
soil as the grass and the rushes

The last phase of s life 15 that of the traveller
the pilgnm  He began to Leep indifferent health and
was compelled to set out to Eutope for a change But
the outward change wotked a spitul change as well
He felt 2 new spioitual unfoldment

As soon as he left the Indian shores he realised that
his own soul was overgrow ng the ltmitations imposed
by outside factors He imagined himself a voyager to
the open road I to the emancipation of the self I to the
realisation of Love

Ina letter to Deenabandhu Andrews dealing with
the meeting of the conflicting races of the world and
the removal of colour prejudice he observed that the
meeting of the races on equiil footing was the greatest
question that concerned the fate of Homo Sapiens and
that no sacrifice would be too great to solve this
vexing problem once for afl and achieve the victory of
God 1 Man

Oversea travels had completely changed his out
look He began to face questtons and problems of
international interest He cast aside the narrow
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nationalism which had been the Jominantand the mos
snsistent feature of most of hus poetry and songs  The
philo ophet was awake mn the Poet He began to
weave a philosophy of his life and thoughts and mter
pret the de per meaning of Life 1t should not however
be construed from the above that hg lyrical Leal had
cooled down by this time He hid been pounng huis
musical strawns £}l the very last day of hus Iife

The Gitanjalt has resulted in bnunging the East and
the West close together mn a common felfowship and
understanding  The Poet has been able to bring about
2 remarkable synthesis of culture of the East and the
West  To achieve success in this field i the face of
so much racial prejud and rel fhets 13 no
mean achievement

The commng generations wiil hatl him as an angel
of peace and goodwill towards mankind and by
following i hes footsteps shall so behave towards one
ago!her that struggle and stufe wmill become a thing of
the past
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THE PATRIOT IS BORN

You th why
14 hudbf
—WILL DURANT

THIS land of ours 1s no sand bank thrown up by
some rec nt caprice of earth It 1s a stately growth
with roots striking deep through the centuties
Nations have a history as well as a peography  They
hive and grow nat by the forces of wind and ramm sun
and stars but by the passions and 1deals which
animate them Any ooe who has studied
and meditated on the ancient classics of this country
will testify to their peculiar greatne s their power to
yield new meanings and theit inexhaustible value as
a criterion of present day modes of hie

Rabindranath Tagore was the veteran of the
Eastern culture He was proud of the Indian past
and with all his est and zeal awakened in the people
the desire to live Like a free cultured nation

Rabindranath saw the hight of the day 1n 1861 He
was born and brought up when the eche of the Indian
War of Independence of 1857 was resounding his
envitonment His father Maharshi Devendranath
Tagore although Lnown for his zeal for social reform
was out and out a nationalist 1n his outlook Maharshy
was 1 promimnent member of the British India Associa
tion for his social eal Sir Richard the then Governor
of Bengal referred this institution as a society of free
thinkers and ruthless critics of the British Government
Shri Rajnarayan Basu the maternal grandfather of
Shri Aurbindo Ghosh while r k 1 his autobto-
graphy about the strong mationalist views of T
Babu “observes that he had never been keen to
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his influence and eloquence to raise funds for the
defence commuttee organised to fight the case of Lok
manya Tilak The people of Bengal are known for
their taking promment part m the public demonstra
tions held to protest agamnst the arrest of the
Lokmanya and the improper attitude of the British
Government _The stir was the natural outcome of the
1mpressive and nspiring wntings of the Poet
hen section 124 A (sedition) came nto force he

started a strong agitation against it in Bengal His
poem Kanthrodh which was wntten 1n those days
enablesus to witness the reaction on the Poet s heart
of this outrageous law

It was just in those days that plague spread over
different parts of the country and the Poec tried his
best to make arrangements to soothe the sufferers
The Poet said that if the Government wanted that
there should be no unrest in the country they should
change their course of action and harness all recourses
in their power to drive away the epidemic

In 1902 Lord Cur on charged Indians of being
gven to falsehood Rabindranath did not spare lum
and refuted the charge In no uncertan terms  In his
Bang Dar han he proved by recounting mnstances of
the malacious propaganda of the English aganst the
Boers that that was a common practice of the English
unworthy of a civilised natton The Poet quoted
Herbert Spencer m support of hts arguments

In 1903 poems were chiselled out 1n quick succes
sion by s fascile pen all purporting that injustice
must be resisted and that the aggressor must be paid
n his own con

As early as 1904 he drew up a complete scheme
for the reorgamsarion of our villages with the revival
of cottage industries to help remove the poverty of
the masses with the co-operation of the peasant him
self His idea of national regeneration through his
comprehensive scheme of rural reconstruction now
being worked out at Srimiketan 1s undoubtedly his
great contribution to construcuve politics

His well known work Suadesh1 Samaj was published
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m 1904 It sums up the Poets political ideclogy of
those days

He delivered his speech on Boycot on 7th Angust
1905 1in the open session of the Indian National
Congress with a view to encouragimg Indian goods

In 1905 to demonstrate the unity of the Bengal
province the Raksha Bandhan Festval was observed
with great grandeur and glory For the occasion
Rabindranatt wrote a beautiful poem entitled Rakhs
which was recited m a large processton On 16th
Octobe a gra&d pufbl;c meeting was conducted under

the of Basu the d,
of the Madras Congress Committee In this meeting
Rabind h acte® as On the dispersal

of the meeting the audience started in procession
singing songs 1nd shouting slogans This procession
was led by the Poet who was smging 2 song of his own
and the processionists were reciting in chorus after

1m

In the Congress session of 1913 held at Calcutta
Lokmanya Tiak proposed the name of Dr Anne
Besant for presidentship Rabindranath  strongly
supported him  He himself was elected chairman
of the reception committee In this session he recited
a poem entitled Indias Prayer On the other day his
play Post Ofice was staged The audience including
Lokmanya Tilak Anme Besant M M Malaviya and
many other notable patriots appreciated the Poets
patriotic spirit

His artistic genus was 1 foll bloom those days
His poems full of lofty patriousm are unique and
unsurpassable They are sure toleave their mark 1n
the literary annals of Indta He wasa piloneer 1n the
cause of nationaleducation _He took sides with Suren
dranath and opposed Sir B Fuller That he was a
man of practical mmagination was apparent from his
work 1 those days

‘When terrorism began to make its way in_Bengal
Tagore withdrew himself from the political field  But
at heart he was a staunch nationalist all along The
Brtish Government always looked upon him with
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shorn of all spectal disuncuions by the side of those
of mycountrymen who for thewrse called msigmificance
are hable ro suffer degradation not fit for human
ings And these are the reasons which have
pawnfully competled me ro ask Your Excellency with
due deference a~d regrec to relieve me of my tatle of
Laighthead which T had the honour to accept from
Has Majesty the hang at the hands of your pradecessor
for whose nobleness of heart Istil entertamn great
admiration
This act of the Poet 1s not only a proof of his lofty
pateiotsm but goes a long way to make 1t clear to the
aggressors that wn spite of centuries of subjection
the sons of Mother Inda st2l} have place in their hearts
far the spirit of freedom and that when they are
pressed with hugh handedness tbey will not spare any
drsanction to be sacrificed m the name of their Great
Mother
Indans were those days cursing Sir Michael O Dwyer
General Dyer and others but the Poet by relinquishing
hus utle acknowledged what Lala Lajpat Ras has sasd
m the following words In my humble judgment i
1s the system which needs cursing if that can give any
sausfaction to the persons aggmeved The men are
the mete tools of circumstances  They may overdo a
thing but so Jong as they are told that the mamnte
nance of the system 1s the mam ching and that 1t has
to be done at any cost thesr fault 1s only secondary
In 1920 Gandhuip statted non co operation move
ment It was Rabindranath who first conceived the
s} of enc t to the use of Indsan
goods and boycatt of the fareiga anes
There existed a deep and abiding mutual love and
reverence between Gandhip and  Rabindranath
Rabindrapath did not have so much  eal for khadi and
charkha but for Gandhin these were the articles of
fasth  In spite of this vanance the two agrbed on the
prncsple of non €o pperation
In his youthful days 1t was the express opiion of
Rabindranath Tagore that 5t wasa good thing to start
country wide agitation  But agitatson he sasd should
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be directed towards our own country rather than to
the foreign Government and that when the people
realised the necessity of civic rights the deliverance
from the Bmtish yoke of bondage would not be a
distant dream
Although bis Muse undernent a revolution yet
there had not been the slightest change 1n his political
outlook  His subsequent writings especially his reply
to Miss Rathbone s letter give us a peep mto his mind
I should have thought he said that the decent
Bntisher would at least keep silent at these wrongs
and be grateful to us for our maction but that he
should add insult to wmjury and pour salt over our
wounds passes all bounds of decency
Through the offictal British channels of education
mIndia he reveals !ad flowed to our children 1n
schools not the best of Enghish thought but 1ts refuse
which has only deprived them of a2 wholesome repast
at the table of their own culture
A nation 1s always judged by the emmence of its
great men India which gave birth to Rabindranath
the greatest man of this age can claim her due share of
respect and recognition among all n tions Rabindra
nath was a2 towering gentus who discovered all the
mamn problems of humanity and the methods of 1p
lifting 1t to a higher plane With the lamp of hus
personality he approached the great wisdom of India
as embodied 1n the Upanishads and the past heritage
of our culture H was a patriot 1n the true sense of
the word Hewas ealous not only for the freedom of
his own country but for the nights of humanmity Un
like the modern patriots who have been m de to aim
at thexr gaming superionty to_their fellow beings and
their using all means fair and foul n their power with
the purpose to rule over others he hated this belief
the insanity 1n honour of which the man has suffered
division and dispersion at the cost of complete umity
and has blindly sacrificed candour and co operation
resulting m disturbance of the peace of the world
His patriotism never lay in violently capturing the
terrtortes of the weak nations  He was rather pro 1
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that his countrymen did not possess the smrt of
aggression  He was not a man of India alone He
was a great torch bearer whose business it was to
ilummate the future path of the unfortunate and
+ eary nations of the world  To them all he showed
through the burning experientes of his own neurtion
the true hertae of mankind for the salvation of
humanmty

Rabindranath stands before us a true lover of
humantty The elegance of the soul of a cosmopolitan
18 too dear to lum to accept the hmitanions imposcd
by space and time or even by the g ographical
boundarnses
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TAGORE blew the great trumpet of’ peace m the
war worn world Having discovered the fountam
head of eternal tranquillity 1n fuus own soul he moved
heaven and earth to quench the desire of the blood
thirsty world with the elixir of everlasting peace
Tagore summed tn himself a momentous era and
has been the mouthpiece of great 1ideals The
mission of Tagore has been tndeed the mussion of
India He was a glorious internationalist whdm
Mother India brought forth out of her womb 1 a
travail of poliical upheaval He was not merely
a versifier building an wory tower 1n a rose garden
Practical 1dealism was the golden thread of his nature
His words bad an electrical effect even on the
hearts of the war lords whom the fresh red wme
of blood has made so giddy as to be indifferent
to the happiness of others

Rabindranath Tagore has been well described as
the Plato of his age To the world at large he 1s
known only as a mystic poet of India_ But i many
other fields he was even greater He wasa great
short story writer Many of his short stones rank
with the wotld s classical Iterature  He was a novelist
of repute In the field of fiction Tagore 1s one of the
three greatest novelists that Bengal has produced He
wasa well known social critic an eminent journahst
and a shrewd essayist  He has done a yeoman s setvice
i carrying the torch of education among the
milltons of his country Above allhe wasa
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a thinker and a religious preacher As a social re
former s work will be appreciated by many gene
rations to come Of course he was a first rank
political thinker He was caught up unaware m
the whirl of turbulence which Delht London pivot 1s
generating  But hus political achievement was not the
child of blind sentiment It was based on cold logic
He did pot like to adhere himself to any one single
party creed or dogma He never subscribed to the
conventional kind of views on men manners and
matters He was a poet in the truest sense of the
term a composer and a creator Towards the decliming
years of hus lfe he surprised the world by producing
some of the finest gpecimens of pamting These
have reserved for him a unique miche 1 the temple
of fame The panters of Bengal acknowledge him
as the fountam head of insprration Venly he has
been one of those few rich personages who left
the world richer by their foot prints on the sands of
time

In spite of an immense range of his deeds and
doings he has been unflittered and whole As a
matter of fact Rabind h has  been full:
strugghng to reabse himself through s manfold
actiaties  His life and achievements can be judged
by the yard with which we measure Goethe and
Shakespeare

Tagore 18 a romantic poet of the highest order
And yet 1t would appear strange to a romanticist
like keats that Tagore should ply art for the sake
of self realisation and not for 1ts own ake And yet
‘Tagore 1s not the first 1 this novel adventure
cradition  s3ys Yeats where poetry and religion are
the same thing has passed through the centunes
gathering from learned and unlearned metaphor and
emotion and carried back again to the multitude the
thought of the scholar and of the noble

The great umfying force mn Rabindranaths hife 1s
the search for a formula of umversal happimness For
that one noble goal he has burnt the candle of his
ife at both ends He tried many paths but his centre
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of approach was one He did not care only for
artistic self expression or personal enrichment All
his actvities are only part of a ceaseless quest for
self realtsation He was never 1n favour of leading
the life of a hermit He wanted to Live and breathe
among men His faith in Ife on this earth 1s as
unshakable as his faithin Life to come In different
eras of history there have been great men who ceased
to take a continued inte est n life  Tolstoy thought
that death was the most baffling dilemma of hfe
Many a moralist has been much overawed by death
But right vision has dawn d on the men of true
spintual temper like Tagore He socught refuge in
contemplation  Eternal beatitude lies mn the he 1t of
all the good things of the world

Mystical faith has nothing to do with sterile brand
of religiosity That makes men hve jn the Slough of
Despond  Thev turn upon hife as certain fierce snakes
are belteved to turn upon each other Thus mystictsm
1s a double edged knife It stands on the cross roads
of awry pathwavs of hope and fea optimism and
gloominess The mysticism of Tagore 15 a joyous creed
It transforms the joy of hife mto a higher a purer
and a mare endurtng form of joy It creates a mood
of unworldly elation which tends to blunt the keen
edge of the human joy of life It blanches its radiance
as the sun does that of the moon It s only necessary
toturnto St Francis Esen the most childlike and
sincere adoratton of Nature can turn away the true
mystic from voluntary abnegation of all the gracrous
things that the physical universe has to offer to us
That one should say 15 the mystic way Rabindr nath
Tagore 15 an exception to that rule He 1sa mystic
and a humanist at the same time He has staunch
farth 1n the Life which 1s believed to ke beyond death

Rabindranath Tagores philosophy of life h s
anchored 1tself n the faith inan eternal existence It

s not ; d 1tself less exultantly to the
which will be cut off by the unexplamed mystery of
death  For all the strength of hus faith n anaft 1 bfe
he 1s a clinging trusting chuld of mother earth Her
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supreme fift <o far as the individual s memory 1s con
cer1ed comes but once to man He 1s unable to get
ove the fact that within the bonds of one birth
and one death alone are we given the sole unbroken
stretch of consciousn ss  There alone we can fcel
experience ennching previous expertence tnt laid
on tnt

Thac 1s what gives the poems of Tagore a great
homane touch and he ceases to be a mere mystic
merry maker of lght and colour Thus W B Yeats
wpites about Gua gali 1n his emment mtroduction

I have carrted the manuscripe of these translations

about me fur days reading it 1n ralway trawns or on
the top of b and n and I have
often had to close 1t lest some stranger would see
how much 1t moved me

The subtle philosophy of Tagore s mind has cast s
indelible stamp on his Iife and lfe work Without
st one finds no key to the varety of his interests
He valyes hfe He feels equally strongly is evanes
cence Therefore he has turned to hfe and the
world with all the strength of his immense yyality
He garners his harvest while 3t 1s day  He has felt
his way forwaed to each kind of actiity chae could
contribute to the sum total of hisbeing Like a creeper
he spreads out hus tendnils towards the sun  He has
gone about with his wand and struck at each source
of life giving water From poetry to politics he has
spread out the les of hus ¢ o
whole world seemed to be of the very stuff of his own
being There 1s something elemental and stark m this
quest for selthoad

No wonder there 13 much of vegetable worship
the poatry of Tagore Like Wordsworth he 13 the high
priest of Natuce  Angelic implicity 18 the chief halo of
Tagore s poetry His poems have an untransiatable
delicacies of colour as we find in flowers  The work of
asupreme culture  says Yeats they yetappear asmuch
th growth of the common soil as the grass and rushes

In ane of his letters Tajore compased lumself to a
planton th newly emerping earth
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Ican very well remember ages ago when the
young earth had just raised her head from her
sea bath and was greeting that days just risen
sun I coming from where no one knows an
carrred on the crest of the first wave of life had
shot upas a plantin her virgin soil  Then 1t was
that 1n rhis earth I first drank the light of the sun
with my entwre body under the blue shy I
waved myself lkea hittle child in blind but glad
stierings of Iife I hugged my earthy mother with
all my roots and took my fill my flowers blossomed
and my shoots came forth in unteasoming delight
It 1s notable that Tagore holds our mind spell

bound while the European samts have ceased to hold
our attention since the Renaissance We know
says a great European wrter that we must atleast
forsak the world and we are accustomed in moments
of weariness or exaltation to consider a voluntary
forsaking but how can we who have read so much
poetry seen so many pamimgs listened to so much
music where the cry of the flesh and the cry of the
soul se mone forsake 1t harshly and rudely? What
have we in common with St B rnard coverng his
eyes that they may not dwell upon the beauty of the
lakes of Switzerland or with the violent rhetoric of
the Book of Revelation ?

The entire body of Tagores artistic intellectual
and social activities 1s part of hus quest for selfhood
He 15 one of magic master minds n painting music or
poetry Yet he does not throw aside gems of art for
mans regard or disregard Rabindranath exactly
remembers what milestone each of his works forms in
the growth of hs personality This 18 a2 common
happening with men of letters His studies go to
form a personality no less than a book The most
important product of study 1s not the book but the
man This attitude 1s rare among creative artists

Rabind, h lity a 1 are ama
mg They include activities rarely ever undertaken by
2 single individu {  They also embrace emotional
ethical and ntellectual shades mutually destructive ,
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Rabindranath s ltberalism has not prevented hmm
from giving one of the best expostions of Hindu
conservatism  Yet his contempt for Hindu con
servatism  as popularly practised 15 well known
He bas felt alternatively drawn towards natiomalistm
and nternationalism towards extreme aloofness as
well as folk cultures and beliefs In certain of hus
short stort s he has shown himself to be 1n perfect
maginative contact with certain types of hife

Versatility 1s one side of Rabindranaths quest
for selfhood Yet he has all through hus life been a
rebel He has received his share of loyal devotion
from a_small band of followers Often he has
voyaged alone 1n strange silences with his soul He
has had to hight his way out through an ensjronment
stonily unsympathenic The bitteraessof Rabirdranath s
struggle 1s owing to commonplaceness 1 the society
i which he was born and had to werk

He has not thymed handily with hus fellows  Nor
has he put his feet 1n shoes which were a little too
large so that every foot could ger mto and get out
of them The common man s search for selfhood bears
no propottion to Rabind hs So omising
so iwdealistic  has he been  He has driven himself
hard  But he has not trodden on the toes of the men
among whom he has had to work Naturally they
are not as sore as he himself is Rabindranachs
struggle started with s schoo! days Any other
man would certainly have been left morally scarred
by it There 1 1n Rabindranath oo a strain of dis
llusioned bitrerness  Certain of his sentences rasp
out a lack of charity abour his fellow countrymen
It burts and rankles But these rate and passing
moods do_not mar the permanent courage of his
natute  Thar 15 due above everything else to the
ncernal discipline of the man  He has tempered on
almost morbudly sensitive nature  He tamed his anu
social philosophy of life  For one less chastened it
would bave been a sour e of untold agomes No one
can say that Rabindranath has not suffered It 1s all too
evident 1n his Iife and works For all that he has
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gone through he has not succumbed

Rabindranath s anger 1s not for us Many have
misunderstood him  His pen his sword are re erved
for a fugher cause Agawnst tyranny of every sort he
has nursed 2 hatred He 1slik a child made to suffer
1n silent un understood anguish  Heha hated cruelry
with all the strength of his masculine hatred It 1sonly
against mjustice that he has all along been the great
rebel But no that word does him an myustice He
has been more than 2 rebel he has beena fighter a
frghter without fear and favour

Thus the rhymer of divine songs dedicates fus hife
to the Creator and‘hs creation  The last verse of the
last poem 1n Gitansalt aptly sums up Tagore s jdeals
of self realisation

Like a flock of homesick cranes flying night

and day back to thewr mountain n sts let all my life

take 1ts voyage to its eternal home i one salutat on

tothee
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LET us for a while thnk of the sigmificance
Tagare had 1n his personalnty in his poetry in his
art sa his music that he was so commanty adored
so respectfully honoured and so universally laved

He was born it Bengal he was nurtured m
the traditions of Bengal he spoke the langvage of
Bengal Why then nre s works enshrined n
the bearts of miflions of human hewgs of the
world? What s the secret ? What 15 the reason ?

The secret s hus iner self his anner hght his
deeper maght that cauld at once probe into untathom
able reality and for the emotional sincersty of hus
mind  Throughout hu vast output of poetry short
stories and phil and wnitings
he always swings back to the ever recurnng reframn
—~refrain of the 1deal umity the fullilment of
the human soul through :he Divine and the urge
for on of the d soul by doing
away with the distuptive pasmions which tear gap
i our_vision of the One and create solation
our self from the nmversal humapity

Even a casual srudent of his biography will
feel that he chase lus religion through a process
of gradual growth and not through inhenitance or
1mpotrtation
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He was born i a family which since long
had been pinning their faith on the teachings of the
Upan shadas and consequently developing a sort of
monothesstic religlon  In his early life religion did
nat captivate his heart at all  He was too sensitive
to accept any school of religion on authonty  All
dogmatic creeds repelled im

He could not persuade himself to imagine that
he had a réligion simply because all tho e whom
he loved and trusted believed 1n its value He was
therefore brought up 1n an atmosphere of freedom
of thought and action No creed could appeal to
him that had 1ts sanction in the authority of some
scnipture  His mind was never influenced by the
teaching of anv d body of worsh s Even
i s early years he was meditative and susceptible
to scenic beauttes Every phase of landscipe seascape
and cloudscape inspired him to read into the niddle
of the Unknown The torrid fierceness of the burning
sun th blessedness of the welcome ram the bright
ness of the clear sky the mecarnate fury of the storm
the lov liness of tropical summer noon and the
pleasant sight of the morming sunmse filled his mind
witl thoughts too d ep for tears

In shott h1s rehigion was 2 poet s religion—neither
that of sn orthodox man of prety nor that of o
theologlan  The beauty of the vistble world struch his
prismatic 1magmation and dissolved into rammbow
colours tte very personality of the singer melted into
his song until he ceases to be a mwan and becomes a
voice a lytic mc rnate

It was not_until he was eighteen that he had the
first trance of religtous expentence—a wision of the
One Orne day he was watchmg the sient sunnse
behind the dewy veil of autumn morming his mind
was serene and enraptured as never before  Suddenly
he felt as if the st of ignorince had thawed
mto the mornmng hight and revealed the inner beauty
of the world The thck veil of 1gnorance was rent
asunder and all things and men assumed
locks He was conscious of an ineffable
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super personal world of man The trance lasted for
four days On the first day of this sudden awakening
of the soul he wrote a poem entitled Awakeming of
the Waterfall

Through this poem the Poet depicts his vision
by an analogy of a waterfall The waterfail
suffers the tortures of aloofness until 3t adheres
to 1its mdinduabty and remans in s ice
hound 1sol Sudds 1t 18 il d an hed
by the sun which exhorts 1t to merge s httle ndin
duality and seek a contmual union with the sea It
bursts into a cataract of freedom and seeks 1ts finahity
After a few days the vision passed away and all things
and all men faded into the Light of the common day

Years later when he was m charge of his father s
estate he had another vision of this kind  One fine
everurg when he had disposed of the ordinary work
of the day and was peeping through his window at
the market place welcoming the sudden shower of rain
he felt that his world of experience which had baffled
hiz understanding before was mitiating him nto its
deepet meaning  His mental exaltation was like that
of 2 man who ulumately reach s s destination
after facing many a storm and must which had slackened
his pace and narrowed his vision  All things became
{uminous 4ith truth  He found that everything was
‘8 n‘mste of flux but tending to reach the same One

oal

These successive mystical experiences filled the
youth with the conviction that there must be some
bemng who was guiding him and his world and was
seeking His best expression in all hus expeniences  He
felt that this very Being was working with and through
him towards the process of creation  This gave him
a great joy—this 1dea of mystery of a meeting of the
two tn 3 creatne comradeship The sung of hus
bygone sorrows was lost as he had found his te
hgron at laet It was the religion of man in which the
nfimte became defined 1n humanity and came close
to him so as to need his love and co operation

He was blessed with 2 subtle sense of mystery
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which on analysis may be found to be a complex
emotion compounded of awe in the presence of the
Unknown wonder 1in tte presence of the known and
an exquisite Tesponse to the manifestations of beaury
wherever tt ey may be found that we may call for
want ot a better world—rapture His unusual sense
of wonder gave hum a niche mnto the depth of existence
He gave up his scholastic studies because he did
not want to keep awav from the world In the
school he felt like a bird m a cage conf ned to the
four walls of the alma mater This wiil perhaps
explain the meaning of bt rehigion  He never wanted
to lose contact with the world which was permeated
with a subtle touch of relationship and which added
to the value of his own bemng
In his youth Rabind h came on
of a collection of lyrical ballads composed by the
samts of the Vashnava sect He was so much
moved by theselove poems He would often speak
on universal love and freedom and say My heart
1s not mine to give to one only It 1s given to many
Through these words he defimitely gave the message
of unmity m dwversity for agawn he says  The Lord
18 1 me the Lord 13 m you 1s hfe 1s m every
seed At anott er instance he explains hus implication
of {reedom 1n the true sense of the term  lamable
to love my God because He gives me freedom to
deny Him _ From thys source spring all his thoughts
of umwersal love and freedom and he would preach
m the words of Lord keishna
There 1s true knowledge Learn thou 1t 1s this
To see One Changeless Life in all the lives
And 10 the Separate One Inseparable
(Th S ¢gCl ¢t )
He sings of love that ever flows through 1anumer
able hindrances between man and his Creator the
eterna) relation which has the relationship of mutual
dependence for a fulfilment that needs perfect union
of mdividuals and the Unwversal .
The lover m his sens 13 the Supreme L
whose touch we expensence n all our relations
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of universal love comes to the temple gate he
who loves reaches the shrne You can do good
consciously or unconsciously to a vicious manpra
mean person but you cannot lov e him unless you follow
the Poet with a staunch belief m s saymngs  the
Lord 13 m me the Lord 15 1n you as the bfe 15 n
every seed  You can do good to a diseased mind—a
lunatic Tun amuck—by avoidirg the use of force
against s brute might but your good deveid of love
cannot mend the wrong doer If you ay [ shall mot
use force and stick to 1t merely because you think
that the use of force 1s violent and not good you
certainly derstand the 1 of universal
love and non violence There must be within you
an upwelling of love and pity towatds the wrong
doer When there 1s that feeling 1t will express itself
through some action It may be a sign a glance even
silence  But such as 1t 151t will melt the heart of the
wrong doer and check the wrong

The world 15 the creation of the Almighty  The
Almighty 15 within me  the Almighty 15 within you
the Almighty 1s wathin hie within the mallestof the
flowers within every patticle of the dust  So if you
feel you must love God you must love His creation

One who opens his eyes and tries eatnestly to see
the world to him the world puts off 1ts mask of vast
ness and becomes small as one thing as one kiss of the
eternal  This 1s what Tagore has preached through
his poetry This 1s the brightest ray of the Sun
which had nsen to give light to us through his message
of umversal love the message of unity in diversity
Thus 15 the feeling that Blake has crystallised 1n the
Tines

To see a world 1n a gramn of sand
And a Heaven in 2 wild flower
Holding infinmity i the palm of your hand
And eternity 1 an hour
So the true Jover 1n the full sum of the word 1s
one who knows there 1s umty under diversity at the
centre of all existence
Tagore says  The fish in the water i3 silent the
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ammal on the earth 13 noisy the bird m the amr 1s
singing
But man hasinlum the silence of the sea the
noise of the earth and the music of the ar
Qr 1o other words the Poer explains that the man
1s the masterpiece of God s creation
He further says Men are the children of light
‘Whenever they fully realise themselves they feel their
mmmortahty
Or 1n other words the Poet says that God has
created the man after
‘The human love therefore 15 symbolic to Div ne
love Itis governed by sioilar laws and gives mse to
sumilar re ults
To love one s ownself 1s also the same as to leve
another person because love 1n both cases 1s the
human love Such alo eexerc: ed by the lover wth
the ci of the liey of t1s bemg goes
to prove the self sufficency ot the lover And
none 1s self suifictent except God And none 1s
immortal except God  But the man s self sufficlent
the man 1s tmmortal and so the man s God Truly
the man 15 God 1f he 1s conscrous that b 1s God~as
was Mansir as was Sh mas
Love 1s another name for what the Poet calls the
truth of haman unity  We have oqur greatest mo
ments of delight when we merge and realise our
selves m others This 15 the d fimtion of love
This love bear proof ot the One whole tram which®
emerge m ny and whick 13 th final truth of man
Love 15 the great magict n which clothes the bare
ness of earth with the glorv of Summer Love and
selt surrender ate es eptial for success for releasing
us from the sole monarchy of hunger of the growhng
voxce snathng teeth and teanng claws from the do-
mmance of the limited matenal means tte source of
cruel envy and 1gnoble deception
Love brings about del verance of our conscious-
ness from the 1ll sory bond of separateness of self
it kindles our hearts and lumines the human w
with a hight that never wason ea neo= -2

43




Says the Poet  Ovrunion with a Bemg whose
activity 18 world wide and who dwells tn the heart
of humamty cappot be a passive one In order to
he unuted with Him ve have to dwvest our work of
selfishness and become Vuwa baima (the world
worker) we must worknall In Buddhas words he
waould say

Above you below you on and all around ydu
keep on the whole wotld your sympath  and immea
surable loving thought which 1s obstruction without
any wish to 1njure without enmty

ft may b observed m this connection that Buddhas
econception of infinite was not the unbounded cosmic
activity but the infinite whose meantag s the positve
ideal of goodness and love which cannot be other
wise than human  According to him no state of
Niruana 15 attamable by the culavation of negative
virtues but by the removalof all barrers to love
The self must rise above all erivialities and realise the
truth which 15 love wtself which links us with the
rest of the humanity through the bonds of sympathy
and_service

When Buddha had preached his gospel to the chief
among s disciples one of them 1o ¢ up and asked

All along vou have nowhere mentioned about God
about the ongwnal cause of existence  Should we
then take that there 1sno God?  Buddba s quick and
unequivoeal retorr was 1 do not say that there 13 no
Gaod but I1donot say that there1s God  but surely such
a speculation goes beyond the human sphere as aur
goal Irhasnothing to do with man s dharma tus mner
natute in which love finds 1ts ueeer fulfilment Ths
1s the uitimate truth that we need to ktow in ths
sojoutn of lite

Tagore defines religion as an  attempt to recon
cile the contradiction between the brute nature of
man and s d ! nature  Prompted by
his onginal ctavimgs man ts always after fullithng his
immediate vital peeds—but he 1s also conscious of
a supreme spimt deep within himself which often
1f not always 1unsin contrary ditection to that of
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the former Somerimes this contradiction 1s so_great
that o e nature has to be willingly sacrificed over
the other A mahaima (great soul) sacrifices his vital
needs and often courts death n order to express the
supreme spmt within hum  Religion inspiresus to be
constantly moving across the obstructive facts and
realising our true self The desire for this higher
life prommpts men to go through an endless strupgle
for survival

Letus now see what his idea of goodness 1s
Goodness according to him 1s the f eedom of the
self 1n the world of man as s love It 1s not sufft
cient that the outer good work of tan may continue
to_produce good results but at the same time the
individual should be true in his goodness  The inner
perfection of his personahty has 1ts own immense
value  Goodness repre ents the detachment of our
spint from the exclusive ess of egoism We are
good when we merge ourselves in the universal hu
manity  The value of good does not cons st . ome
benefit for out tellow brothers but 1t les in the
emancipation of our spinit from its fetters of passion
Inorder to be good we have to be true within not
for worldly duties but for our spiritual fulfilment
Lafe evenin the face of stern reality of death de
mands the fulfilment of several duties Al the
material phenomenon bends low before the might of
death  The greatest prosperity comes to an end the
mightigst emp: e mthe cour e of im dissolve nto
shreds” The heyday of glory vanishes into emptiness
and all our mortal relationships come to their end
but we cannot afford to ignore cur duty towards
them If we behave asf all these things do not exist
the won grp of Nemesis will not spate us  Any
atrempt to disreg rd tle mortal bonds resuits 1n
strengthening and prolonging them We cannot attain
our goal by destroying our path In his moral lfe
man has the sens of his obligation and his freedom
atthe same time and this 1s goodness H canattan
freedom 1n his mottal zelationsp by owning
ubility for community thus utilsing s col_
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power for his own benefit He reahses the freedom
of the consciousness by feehug one with the rest of
the humanity and can find fulfilment m hfe by con
secrating 1t to the cause of truth and love
e cannot better conclude thns thesis than by

having a2 bieds eye view of the Poets ideas on
modern times  Acguisition of money he holds has
come to occupy a prominent place mn society and has
brought abour a great change w our mental gucloak
It has called n axd of scence to get inta our brain
and affect our heart The modern age has become
so money mmded that satutated with the msatsable
desize for s acquistion man has resorted to hus
pnmitsve barh and an unser system of
propaganda Money has evolved the cult of power
as 1wts ally  The net result of this new outlook bas
been an ever growmng unhappmness amang the masses
Alarge part of the masses have been deprived of
their bumamyy  The ewil forces are rampant m the
society angd the 1deal of wholeness has lost ns co
hesive force therefore it has been loosened 1nto
sectsons of fragmentary character Labour 1s 2 force
so also 1s the capital soare the Government and
the people so are the mep and women This dus
ruption has generated a gréat amount of mutual strife
nvalty and competition and has lost the whole
someness of creation

According to the Poet 01r present day education
1 producing 2 type of mind which 15 not conducive
to the spiritual understanding of truth which®is the
ulttmate realtty of existence The resgn of machine
and of scientific method has dethroned spinwahey
from its_nche and has reduced man to a homeless
tramp The Western man comsng after such a long
voyage has anly tried to explosc the Eastern spimtuahey
for tust of matertal gam  In modern wivilisation the
teeming multtades of m n are betang employed as tools
for the accumalation of wealth and power and thus e
has revealed man wmperfecely for man s true expres
sion does not conwst 1n the fact that he 15 a power but
thithe 1t a spme  The resule bias been a s ething dis~
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content m the individuals as also the races A sure
disaster 1s looming large before their eyes which 1s sure
to affect even the most successful people of the world
and put an end to their mtemperate mdulgence n
material luxuries  All the big powers of the world cry
for peace but the methods that they adopt to secure
their end defeat their own purpose  Instead of putting
a check to therr ever growmg greed and lust and giving
up therr exclustve prerog tive of exploiting those who
are weaker they are multiplying their destructive
weapons for mutual security In the light of their
spiritual 1gnorance they do not realise that by so doimng
they are generating an unseen force which some day 1s
sure to rend that power tnto pieces How beautifully
has he said so h Pol Iculate upon the
number of mailed hands that are kept on the sword

hilts they do not possess the third eye to see the
great invisible hand that clasps in silence the hand
of the helpless and waits its time  The strong form
their league by a combination of their powers driving
tGhe weak to form their own league alone with therr
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~—~RABINDRANATH TAGORE

I WAS 1n my early teens when she happened to
see me She was a young German lady approach ng
her extreme twenties She told my father that she
belonged to the Chnsnan Mission  Her simple appear
ance and pleasant nature had a great attraction for
my father He attended o the talk she had with me
and gave ear to the apologues she related to me
deeply absorbed n thought He was touched by her
true beartedness so much so that he could not help
calling her Christ s True Apostle Her humbleness
could not find wotds to acknowledge my father she
conveyed to him her thanks with a hight smile on
her hips which were ready to kiss hig chifd whom she
had held close a moment before to her bosom Ido
not temember her name but I can recall even after
thirteen years that gractous noble figure with the
ame gentle smile on her lips and motherly look 1o her
eyes 1 can also safely recall to my memory one of
the interesting questions she put to me

What s the population of your country ?  she asked

About three hundred thirty million  was my prompt
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reply Turning to my elder brother who 1s about
two years senior to me she said Can you count
three hundred thirty million one by one ? Why
not? he replied instantaneously
Then how much time will you take ?
A few hours
Afew hours! repeated the German lady
Yes 2 few hours he replied with confidence
Then count my dear boy
One two three four five he began to count
He had hardly counted one hundred before he
said  Two miutes are over
Dividing 330000000 by 100 and multiplying by 2
she sard Dont forget my dear boy 1t will take
6600000 minutes 1e 12 years 203 days and 8 hours
even to count the population of yqur countty
It was quite an ordmary talk and at that moment
the correct answer of the question carried no value
for me more than the solutton of a riddle  But now
when I am conscious of the qu littes of my head and
heart Ican look 1nto its backgtound which carried
with 1t a very strong 1dea— a logical representation of
the mightiest man power
According to the latest census report the popula
tion of India has mcreased by seventy million making
a total round number of 400000000 the biggest
popul tion 1n the world next to Chma  Of its people
1t can be sa d without fear of being accused of boasting
that all in all they are not inferior in intelligence
to any other race Indians are i no way nferior to
the Japanese  Tagore stresses upon the fact  either
i ntellect or capacity The fundamental difference
between the two lies mn the fact that whereas India
13 not only overcome but 12 also overwhelmed by the
Batish Japan has never allowed her interests to be
clouded over by the benevolent protectorate of some
European power There s no gamsaymg the fact
that Indians have a glorious civilisation and an ancient
culture behind them There have been occasions
when Indians fought for the Briush and thrust
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themselves 1nto the danger zones so bravely that even
the enemies could not help prasing therr martial
spirit There have also been occasions when Indians
were put to work alongside of the people of other
races on a footing of equality and they held their own
very well

India 1s a country which has all types of men all
kinds of cimate and all sorts of land It is assuch
no exaggeration to say that mn India we can grow or
make almost all things we require for the use of our
countrymen  In comparison with all other countries
on the globe Inda has first place n sugar produc
tion second place n rice tobacco cotton and tea
production and third place 1n wheat production

Nature has al o blessed the huge area of Indra with
valuable mmerals below the ground thick forests
above 1t and with a large stock of cattle India1s
fortunate enough to have one third of the cattle of
the world

But still India 1s a miserable country The bred and
born of this country go about m torn and shabby rags
and shiver 1n wimter owing to lack of money with
which they can buy clothes they need

I have seen with my very eyes not once but very
often poor starving beggars with therr hands put into
the dustbins 1n search of eatables

1 Jook around remarks Poet Tagore and see

famished bodies crymng for bread I have seen women
o villages dig up mud for a few drops of dnnking
water for wells are even more scarce in Indian villages
than schools

Just imagine the misery of milhions of path makers
who break stones all day long and bear the scorching
heat of the sun on therr naked bodies but fail to
get 2 handful of grain 1n return to the sweat of their
brow

India has the most fertile land but most of us do
not have the chance to enjoy even one proper meal—
proper 1n the true sense of the word—in the whole
of therr hves India has decidedly the best chmate
but most of us are too unfortunate to g t fresh air
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India 1s rich in minerals but 1ts people are poorn
wealth India possesses huge area of two million
square miles but its people live huddled together 1n
dismal dark and smelly slums India has as much as
one third of the anuals of the world but our children
do not get enough milk We are one fifth of the
population of the world but have absolutely no say in
the matters of shaping the destintes of the world
I hate poverty speaks Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
addressing the meeting of All India Congress Commit
tee on 7th August last My grievence agamst the
British 1s that they have made Indians miserable
poverty stricken wrecks of humanity
t look around and see riots ragmng all over the

country says Dr Tagore i the same spinit When
crores of Indian hves are lost our property looted
ou women dishonoured the mghty British arms stir
m no actton Only the Briish vorce 1s raised from
overseas to chide us for our unfitness to put our
house 1 order

At another mstance he regrets that from ancient
times the people of our country have been accustomed
to rely upon others  Referrmg to his eatly expertences
n village Shilaidah he says It was difficult to help
them because they despised themselves They would
say We are dogs—only whipping and beating will
keep us right

Shilaidah 1s one of the seven hundred thousand
villages of India Nme out of ten people of India
ltve 1n villages Butr none out of the nune 1s educated
They believe m out of date old convictions They
are of the belief that God has made them poor and
that 1t 1s just according to the will of Gad that they
are m a wretched miserable phight disgraceful to
humanity  For centures long they have been deprived
of education and 1ts true spinit  They fail to find out
means for their own welfare unless they are led by
some outward power because the long pertods of
illiteracy have deprived them of the sense of responst
bility for their own hives

India 1s a country of villages Whenever any ,



among us or a foreigner 1s to describe an Indian he
will to make his description correct describe a
typical villager with his body bare to the waist his
feet bare the rather thin pagri on his head a short
torn dhot: being all the clothing he wears and some
implement—an mnsignia of s labour of cultivation—
s hand Qut of every hundred among us
there are about seventy two who depend upon cult
vation or in other words two hundred and eighty eight
milhon people of India are cultivators Whenever
there anses any question of the interests of Inda such
a vast majority of people cannot be ignored atany
cost No democratic govetnment will ever work
successfully 1n free India unless and uneidl the nights
of our peasants are safe and secure No reform ever
introduced will be 1n the interest of the country unless
that 15 beneficial to the peasant millions No step
towards freedom 1s_ever possible unless this majority
of our teemuing millions 13 aroused of the tght of
freedom Ournationalleaders today ate fully conscious
of these facts For the last few years Mahatma
Gandht and the Indian National Congress have been
doing their best for rural uplift according to their
well pl d e and their endeavours have no
doubt resulted into an enormous success The peasants
are however still poor but they have begun to re lise
that they are poor and what their poverty owes to
They are still uneducated but they will not object if
their comng genztations welcome education

When Tagote bzgan the work of rural reconstruc
tion he did not think 1n terms of the whole country
He could not take responsibility for the whole of India
He rather wished to win only one or two small viliages
because 1n his opinion if he could free only one
or two villages from the bonds of ignorance and
weakness there would be buit on auny scale an
1deal for the whole of India

Tagore was a fellow citr en bred and born of the
biggest oty of india _ His forefathers were among the
earliest settlers of Caleutta He had never had the

of the pl and priva
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tions of the country folk He had started his Sant:
mketan as early as 1901 In the midst of Sannniketan
work when he was busy heart and soul with s
activities he happened to be engaged n the manage
ment of hts ancestral property

In connection with this work he had to Iie at
Shilaidah and Potisar That was the furst time that
he saw the life of the villages He wasthena emm
dar and his tenants used to bring before him their
delights and their difficuluies He was never tired of
hearing thewr complawnts and demands His door was
open upon all at all hours People could come to see
him at any time from daybreak til might They could
talk to him as if he was one of them They never
hesitated to put before him what they had in their
mind to sav

It was a general practice with Tagore that he never
displeased a visstor A friend says that he would
be all ears when he was attendimg to a visitor whether
the visitor might be an acquamtance or a stranger
‘While seeing him busy 1n talk with a visitor one would
certainly wonder as to how he could get time forso
many other b Even in cor dence he
had “set the same example He never left any letter
unanswered He never seemed to care whether the
wniter of the letter was a stranger or known to hum
He would reply to every letter i due course 1 3¢
w 3 only a little chap quite unknown to him he would
recewve a reply If 1t was a mere tiny doll with heart
and soul she would get an answer

Similar was hm attitude when he was living at
Shilaidah and Potisar  Several times 1t so happened
that he spent his whole day in recerving his willage
guests and did not notice even if the time for food
had passed He would feel very happy n these busy
hours because he knew that he was gaining something
which would go a long way to give some day shape
to his dreams

Since the day he was engaged m his zammndar: work
he had been a keen observer of all matters concerned
with the rural uphift Naturally he had most of the
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capacity to grasp and know He grasped what he
san»  He knew what he grasped He knew thatIns
Santiniketan work would remam ncomplete if he did
aot care for rural reconstructton  People used to put
before Inm ther sorrows and sufferings wherefrom
he could have practical knowledge of their real needs
and demands  He would think over the complamnes
and tried restlessly to satisfy th needs of the poor
villagess

By and by the sorrow and poverty of the villagers
became crystal cleas to lim  He felt humilated to
spend his days among the poorin a princely fashion
He could like most of the emndars keep his concern
only with money makmg But such an outlook would
cereamly degrade his personality in hus own eyes if
not in the eyes of the world He hated this sttitude
He put forth his endeavours in thinking out asg ta
how he could arouse the wvillagers minds so that
they mght th ] feel the bility for their
ownselves

He was of the opton that if help was rendered
to the villagers from outside 1t would not be as bene
ficial as to make them stand on thewrr own feet Such
a help would in no case make them self supporting
He disapproved ourside help for outside help could
be withdrawn at any moment Hie defintte aim was
to sur them to life

It was a problem which d much think
The people were not capable ta absorb any help
There was a vast current of inferiority complex preva
lent in the mentality of the vilage people They

d d th {ves to an und ble extent

To start rural uphft work was quite a ditficult task
those days but with Tagore it was quite natural not
to submit to difficulies  He dishiked to Jead 2 dull
Iife with no difficulttes His temperament rofe in
sebellion agamst obstacles

Suddenly one day fire broke out in the neighbour
g village  Villagers lost their heads but could not
do anything  Unfortunately there was no water in
the village Perhaps the people had no sense of their
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own interests They were forcibly drven out of
their houses by Tagores men The latter had to
effect violence’ They had to do good with blows
They broke up the roofs of the affected houses to
bring the fire under control

The village people were not too imtelligent to
spoil therr own small to save their own big  If they
Wwere not supplied with outside support they would
certainly have lost therr part as well as their whole
But outside help 15 neither sure nor respectable
Tagore did not ltke them to look for help at others
faces and to suffer the violence of the others to ensure
safety His aim could be achieved only if he could
educate them to have full confidence in themselves

There has been a custom 1 our India that nich
persons spend a part of their wealth for the welfare of
the general public of their town city or village by
erecting for their use some wells mandirs or sarais
or by providing them with other facilities they may
require  Hundreds of schools in India many 11 small
villages or towns and the others mn ciues are also
entirely supported by the rich individuals  According
to the same traditional custom the big emindars have
been responsible for the ptotection of thetr villages
They have to look after the health and education of
the people Ac ording to Tagore th systemisnothing
but to weaken our szlf relance

By the benevolence of the mch he said tie
village was kept 1 good conditton But as soon as
they began to leave tte villages and le nthe city
the water d sed up cholera and malina became
tampant and i vilage after village the springsof
happiness were choked
{ have never been one to accept old traditions
says the Poet He was of the opmion that the people
must be self upporting they must not cry for help
when they are in distress They may be poor but
they must have the courage and spiit to_hve like
cvill ed people They should learn to dislike to be,
disgraced by the rich who care not a bt for the feelings
of the poor if they are not tn mood
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night schools Above all he could snfuse 1 his people
the spinit of self relance
Tagore wounld not call his activities a successf he
had {failed to make them realise that they suffered not
because God wanted them ta be so but because they
had never tned to probe the potenuahues that lay
dormant within  them That was really a
happy time for him and for his people He had truly
met them because he had come to them with hs
offerings and not with his wants
He worked earnestly for the revival of weavings
and other arts and crafts of the country  wrtes
Ramananda Chatterjee an old friend of the Poet
particularly village arts and crafrs and contributed
his full share to making education sn India Indian as
well as human and humane 1 the btroadest sense
and to the sanitation reconstruction reorganisation
and rejuvenation of villages
Official reports have also prawed tum as 2 model
landlord for his activities for village reconstruction in
s esrate
In spite of his firm will 1o serve the people m
villages he did not have sufficient peactical expe
nence  He noted the peasants commng to their fields
with thesr own ploughs and bullocks and ploughing
anly thewr own small fields He suggested them that
to work separately on their fields was sheer waste of
strength  They should mix up thewr capial and
resources and buy one traction engine to ger themr
ploughing done eastly He also advised them that
when the harvest would be ready they would store
the svhole m a place in the willage where the merchant
would come and buy all at a night price and that the
sale proceeds would be distnbuted among them The
villagers acknowledged the propasal in good spirse bue
they were afraid as to who would carry it ovt  When
they put their question before the Poet he felt sorry
that he was too mexperienced to give a practieal shape
to hut own proposal and realised that inexpert service
was as much a dangerous thing as little knowledge
Thenceforth he sent hiy son and Jate Santosh
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Kumar Mojumdar abroad to learn agriculture and animal
husbandry  As also he strove to learn himself accord
g to his immediate needs though later he could
study farming pottery viilage economics production
of hides manures looms tractors and so many other
subjects concerned with the rural reconstruction

It was m 912 that the Poet was i a suburb of
London named Ealing where a transaction was made
with Major Sinha_the brother of Lord Sinha whereby
the old house of Srintketan was purchased Very
easily the whole matter between the two friends was
settled The price offered was immeduately accepted
It seemed to come like a flash to the Poet that there
on that very spot something great was gcing to happen
and today after thirty years we see how right he was
He thought of contioumg the work there wkich he
had begun mn Shilaidah The house was in a dilaps
dated condition and people said that that was haunted
A considerable amount of money was required to get
it repaired For a time nothing was done and 1t
remaned as 1t was

Deenabandhu Andrews advised him to dispose of
this house How cculd he doso? Hisachievement
had begun as a picture th lus mind  He had imagined
it He had thought of a great thing that ought to be
done He hoped that one or two purposes of his
life would come to fruition there

Any great man would do well to remember that fis
promotion depends largely upon his power to foresee
and plan His spinie to do adventures was roused by
his ymagmation

Tagore was well experienced to make mind pictures
Mast of us say that to make umag nary p ctures 1s the
pastime of an idle bram  This may be their way of
saying that 1dle people always make vinonary projects
and perform pothimg The truth 15 that imagination
13 the foreshadow of every great work

For an mstance there was a poor boy of eleven 1n
Swit erland  He could work well with hus pencil  He
drew the sketch of the bridge running over the niver
win hus village  Suddenly came the picture of 2 -
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bridge mto his mund  He fust became an architect
then an engneer then a bridge buslder When bhe
was over fifty he was afforded an opportumty of
building one of the largest bridges m the world The
dream that he had when a boy became the master
purpose of his life

here are th ds of simular which can
be added to the lemgth of this article Let me say
that Tapore had the most ama ingly creative mmag:
nation  He did not know how this bouse would help
him to achieve his aim bur the mind picture of hig
sim wag clearly visthle to him  He started the work
at Sutu! To Surul be gave the name of Snmketan and
lard the foundation of the Rural Reconstruction In
surtute of the Visvabbarat:

He soned the seed in an unproductive freld and
expected that some day a shoor may suddenly spring
up  Elmhirst a friend of the Poer helped him a great
deal 1n hie endeavours It was he wha developed this
place into 3 epatate feld of work  Mres and Mr L
Elmbirst have been for years helping to masntain the
matitute by an annual grant of mare than Rs 40000
That 15 the main if not the only apprecsable sousce
of its income

Qur national feaders were yet thinkmng about rural
uphit when Tagore started his expenments at Suru}
He had a love for the villages and the willagers He
was helped 1n his mission by Elmhirst at whose hands
the wnork met with grear success The seed which in
the beginmng did noc show any sign of giving frust
sprungup i 2 green plant mixed up with a sweet
fragrance and things which seemed to be lacking
resulted mto a tremendous success followed by a
delightful future

Every reformer 1s apt to bear wsults at the hands
of his opponents Even Mshomet and Chrst the
greatest reformers the world has ever produced were
treated 1n accordance with the same unchangeable
prinesple of this ever changng world  There had been
many an wstance i the hie of the Holy Prophet that
he was abused by the non Mostems that filth was
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thrown upon lim that he was strangled by mfidels
with a plece of cloth in his nec!

Tagore was rather fortunate that neither he was
abused by his people nor il treated i any other way
of some sertous nature He had to defy some of his
own near and dear ones who opposed him he had to
stand agamnst the rich who were never mclined to
accept any re orm and above all he had to hear
bicter words of the illiterate people who were too
much depraved to accept any new 1dea

There 1s an 1mportane event i the history of the
Prophet and the Islam that Omar a leading man of the
Quraish was bitterly opposed to Islam and the Prophet
One day he thought ittwould be better to slay Mahomet
and finish the whole affar at a single stroke
Accordingly he took his sword and went in search of
him  On the nay he met a refation of his who asked
him where he was gong To kilt Mahomet replied
Omar  Why don t you look to your own family first ?
said the man Your sister F tima and her husb nd
have also become Moslems Hearmg
this Omar turned his steps towards hus sister s house
On seeing Omar tney concealed the leaves of the
Koran they were reading What were you reading ?
engquired Omar I have heard you have jomed
Mahomet  Saying this he fell upon his brother i law
and beat him very severely His sister came forward
to protect her husband but he beat her also At last
she ctied out Omar do wht you wil e hae
accepted Islam and will stick to 1€ Her tone was
very firm  Omar turned to look at her Her face and
clothes were covered with blood  He felt very sorry
His heart softened  He begged her pardon and asked
her to read to him also what she had been reading
Sheread  Whatev r1s1n the heavens and the earth
declares the glory of God and He 15 righty and wise

e went ou reading In a few moments Omar s heart
was won and he declared himself a Moslem

In a siml ¢ way the people of Tagotre s estate who
once disregarded s suggestions and frankly refused
to act 1n f with his posals felt
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spicitual pleasure to devote themselves to s will
hey respected lus counsel with all thewr heare and
reveted him as thew sputual father  Once the Foet
had to go out with an Enghish magistrate of the distrsct
1n which his estate was situated  Those were the days
when Government officials particularly English ones
were held 1n great reverental fear A ryot was asked
to arrange for the conveyance of the Poet and the
magistrate  The ryat brought only one palanquin
When he was aceused of the fault he explamed that he
thought ¢ only natural and proper that anybedy who
chose to accompany Gurudev should walk  Agan
when he was asked he bmughéa gouty pony for the
magiserate
Like Deenzbandhu Andrews Eimhirst has been
a true friend of India and Indans  Since the begmnmng
of his relations with Gurudev he has been a devotee of
his and his ideal Elmhusts devotion was formed in
the light of his knowledge and not 1 the darkness of
his belef
The traveller has to knock at every alien doot to
come to his own  Elmhirst had to wander through
all the amplitude of the outer world to reach the wmner
most sanctuary of his purpose  Courageously he passed
over the dreadful difficulties he came across and
fought tooth and nml all the obstacles He stramed
every nerve to ascend the summit of success and
struggled to the best of s mvinable will to bring
out the accomphishment of his purpose out of s
strenuous efforts
Tagore was asststed by sucha genmmsas Elmhyrst
who was at the same time asimcere wotker Tagore
hiaself was a man who as he says never shuked
responability Theiwr jotnt efforts were a source of
favourable accomplishment and 3 matter of pleasure
to both of them
At the very outset of thewr wark they had to mnfuse
1 the villagers the spirit of self relance It could be
accomplithed by smparting _education to them So
under the Village Wellare D partment night schools
for the boys and adults of the working classes were
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started

In 1913  writes Deenabandhu  when I first came
to Santiniketan one of the teachers took me over the
upland across the moor to Surul m otder to visit the
house where this new venture was to be made and
wnere our agricultural work was lihely to begin My
heart sank within me as 1 noticed the dilapidated state
mnto which everything had fallen Indeed the land all
round the great central house had gone back into the
jungle It was clearly a deadly breeding place for
malarial mosquitoes

When the Poet himself came back from Europe
I told hum how I had marvelled at ks act of farth and
openly expressed to him my own misgivings but he
stmplv brushed them astde and remained quite re olute
about the future He seemed already to have foreseen
1n his wide vision what was gomg to happen

As we all fully expected malaria became from
the start our most relentless foe Nearly every one
who went over to Iive at Surul espec lly after the
monsoon rains were over was stricken by a malignant
fever We soon began to realise from our own
painful expertence vhy the whole building and court
vard had thus fallen to rum For the place wasa
hot bed of mosquitoes and no one could live there for
long with safety

Yet we had one singular advantage in carrymng on
our ant: malanal campa gn For Sant miketan sself
standing on a msmg ground was out of the danger
one and comparatively free trom malamal infection
This was due to tte fact that its soul differed entirely
from that of Surtl which was on the alls 1al mud soil
of the Ganges valley Possibly at one time Santimtke
tan had been a sand bank jut ing our into the sea
for the sandy soil scems to go down more than a
hundred feet and the heaviest monsoon rans always
drv off 1 afew hours

So 1t was possible to conduct  great part of the
ant: malanal campaign m the eathest days of the
expertment from Santiuketan though from the serv
first there were tho e also vho had to lve at Surul

6 s



the yeat round  Luttle by httle the thick undergrowth
was cleared away the great tank was cleaned new
houses were butlt and things were put in order
1t was the marvellous achievement of the Poet and
others who worked 10 Surul that they wiped out the
disease of malarsa from burul and the nesghbouring
villages Malara 15 really the gravest of all agocultural
1ssues m a large area of India today  With mulhons of
deathsevery year from malaria and tenfold that number
of disessed human bemgs leading an enfeebled existence
how can India be happy or prosperous? It has been
reckoned that as many as one n every four of the
Indian population s thus debihtated
he Poet lard grear stresson his work at Surul
bemng regarded as a laboratory where they had to try
out experiments i ruril reconstruction on an mtensie
scile They also had a medical eo operative worh
and esperienced the same amount of success as in the
malarial research  The whele village was united 1n a
co operatnne plan admitably conducted which gave
them & doctor of their own who myght be called in at
any ume of senous illness and who looked after the
health of the whale village
The co operanve plan was also introduced with
regard to the primary education and boy scoutiorga
msation Through the enthusasm of the chlidren
themselves new hfe and energy was flowng back
to revive the vilages
Today after a lapse of thirty years we s e Snintketan
avery big imstitute and an 1deal for the motherland
The msutute consists of the followmng departments
working 10 8 CORNSITUCIIVE way
1 Vitlage Welfare Department
() Agricultural smprovement wich the help of
the central farm at Srimketan
(b) Introduction of smtable home industries a3
subsidiary occupation eg making of palm
Yeaf fans and mats spinnmg of sunn hemp
and other fibres aeaving dairy
() Adult educatson through the ecculaung
Iibrary publication of bulleting m siople



Bengal: magic lantern lectures and talks
exhibitions

(d) Improvement of the village primary schools

() Establishment of mght chools for the boys
and adults of working classes

{f) Orgamsation of Brat: B lak troops (village
boy sconts)

{g) Recreational use of letsure time by organising
seasonal festivals eg Uriksha ropan (tree
planting)  Saradotsara (autumn festival)

a anna (new harvest festnal) Jatra and
Ra

(h) Improvement of health by organising co
operattve health socteties (wh re possible)
by health education and propaganda and by
orgamising sanitary measutes by voluntary
effort

(2) Orgamisation of co operative socteties of
different types through the Visvabharan
Central Co operative Bank Limited

(3) Flood and famine relief work

II Department of Education

(a) Sibska Sat a (Poets school for willage boys)

(b) Siksha Charcha Bhavana (gu u traming school
under the Government scheme with slight
modifications)

(¢) Supervision of village schools boy scouts and
village education generally

III Department of Healt!

(a) Central dispensary and chinical laboratory
at Stniketan

(b) Hospital w th a few beds

(¢) Proposed Andrews Memortal Hospital

(d) Maternity and child welfare centre 1n charge
of a lady health visitor d t traiming centre

(£) Co operative health society for the villages

IV Women s Welfare

(a) Sumketan grrls school with two lady
teachers

(b) Three schools for adult women mn the villages
managed by ! dy workers
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V  Farm

(a) Farm proper for experiment and demonstra
tion

(b) Nursery
(c) Orchard
{(d) Experiment in ant1 soil erosion
(e) Experiment in afforestation
(f) Dairy with Sind cattle
(g) Fodder farm
(h) Bee keeping
(1) Piscreulture

V1 Sipa Bhavana (Department of Organised

Village and Cottage Industries)

{a) Carpentry
(b) Weaving
{c) Carpet making
(d) Leather craft and shoe making
(e) Bookbmding
(f) Lacquer work
(g} Pottery
(h) Fruit preserves
{2) Bat:k (artistic dyeing of silk introduced from

Java Bali
VI Department of Socio Economic  Survey
Research
Several bull have been published and some

are under preparation
VII The Visvabharati Central Cooperative
Bank Limited



Vi
THE TWO ANGELS OF PEACE
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—ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI

TAGORE and Gandhi are the two counterparts of
the New Life Movement inlIndia The one thinks
The other acts Thus they move forward the two
whe 1Is of the golden chanot of 1dealism  The poetry
of Tagore has a spark of shrewd statesmanship  The
statesmanshp of Gandhi has 2 music of sublime
poetry Combmning ideahsm and practicability none
of them s a glorfier of the past If Tagore
was a mystic his mysticism 1s deeply hued n the
realities of a hard mechanical age If Gandhiis a
Christ he 1s es enttally 2 Christ of the twentteth
century Each of them hves in the present as a
soldier of etermty With eyes fixed i the distant
hort on they do not trait behind looking backwards
‘With a set face they ga e at the Pole Star of per
manent peace and prosperity for the world They
alone can pilot the shipwrecked humanity
Words can be things of power Our scriptures?
talk of 2 time when words had magic The
69



mant ams were just words bur words with this
magic  Men perfected through disciphine uttered
thes wmantrams It was the ancient Wisdom The
rishis opened therr mouths and spoke In the world
of cur ancrent senptures the elements obeyed
The tempest ceased The seas calmed The very
dead anoke From the tapovanas hid in the heary of
{orests words leape forth words of flame words of
light  The words that come out of the burning heart
of a mother do not the hardest quayl before them 7
Indian philosophy zecognises the force of p ane
Whenever words come charged with prana they are
things of power indeed

As the words pour forth rising and falling the
Tisteners sometimes gasp for breath They are lulled into
dumb fascimation The speaker becomes the master
of the moment the potent charmer His words be
come symbols of power When a people are in des
par great words spoken greatly can puc new life
mto heares that droop They mould 1ato dynamie
forces of action weaklings and cowards When the
orator opens his mouth cho ses his words and
wings them with the flame hearts are fung sbout
Dead and droopmng things leap inte bfe But the
oratorical word with its particular mould and the
magic are rather passing things They are quickly
put out When the voice becomes hushed they cease
to burn  In the moment of plow grear movements
of emotion might be started  They pavs hike a summer
storm

But there sre words which find a different rhythm
These constitute the poetic word  The poetic word
when st ts teuest s the Soul word

The poetsc word seeks 1ts own rhythm mould and
music  The poetic word has 1t3 moods and moments
of vision m the human soul The poetic word s
generally the vessel holding some aspect of reahey
glinpsed during fleating moments It ke neolour
ed crystal bowl that holds & lqud
borrows the colour of t aew
beauty The bonl wuh Jave



had to endure the cold digmity of emptiness Thus
poetry 1s a creation of enchantment OQut of noth ng
spring the currents of emotion that lash us to cease
less activity in mind and matter
All poetry 1s written on the Mount of Transfigura
ton  There 1s revelation m 1t It 1y the mmnglng
of Heaven and Earth The poet becomes mn th
moment of creation an instrument for the expression
of the highest visions  To arnive at truth the seeker
must become profoundly rmpersen 1 None can be
come absolutely detached but the poetic mood 1s
perhaps the nearest erample Butto the poet the
objectrne world acts merely as a stumulus and not
as a bondage f the objective world assumes undue
importance the fountan of the poetic world begins
to dry up  The poetic mood refuses to be drawn
nto the bondage of the objective warld It has its
supreme offering to the highest needs of the buman
spiir Th s offermg 1s the Soul word
he Soul word energises into eternal life the
visions of Re ity And the poet 1s he vho ¢ n sng
Others too might see kimndred visions but tt eir mood
1s not the mood of the poet They 1 t them go and
are not vitally aftected The poets gemws tends 1
a different shanner altogether He weaves around
the vision the exquisite web of his art  He seeks to
hold the vision in this web
Tagore unlike Mahatma Gandhi does not fill
his head with politics  Pol tics 1s a_devil s game It
1§ a dull amusement in the dommg  Mr Tagore like
the Indian awvilisation itself hes been content to
discover the soul and surrender himself to its sponta
neity  His poetry has a deep touch of innocence
and simplicity  Birds nd leaves are as near to
Tagore as they ar to children  And this qualey
again we find 1 Gandhi  Gandht 1s happy with
children and children are happy with Gandin
The utter musery of the poor therr tragic lone
liness touch the mind of the poet mto hife The
poet loses himself 1n his contemplation He broods
tpon this tragedy His mind becomes a burn
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thing And then slowly there dawns in s mnd a
viston The God of his passionate imagination is
there 1mong these desmsed ones clothed as one
of them He s their fniend therr gumde thew
comrade The heart of the poec rejowces God 1s
great  Aa irresistible impulse of 1daration takes hold
of hun  He must needs bow and touch Gods feet
Thisis the wnision It 1s held in the exquisite web
of the Soul word Wea who krow the Soul word can
chrill with the poat  And throb to his vision

The world of objective reality cannot catch the
poetso easuly The poet just eludes its gnp He
flings in s face the poetrc word Bue the karmaso
gin passes through fire and flood The path of s
expresson becomes the Soul deed

The Soutl word and the Soul deed are frusts of
the same spinteal mood  The same spintual expert
ence strikes difterent notes on therr munds The
hatmony of the Soul word produces the heroism of
the boul deed ~The difference s not that while the
one acts the other hkves m o state of poesic maction
Soul ward of the poer seer 15 a2 much an action as the
concrete labaur QOnly the poet aces i a finer plane of
human emprions  Rabindranath stands for the Soul
werd Gandhr  stands  for  the Soul deed
Tagore 15 the Poet Laureate of Awa The
great thinker bas offered to awakening India same
of the most concrete sdeals He 13 the servant of
humanity He clams hes place in the ranks of the
toslers of the earth  Snnihetan endeavours to recon
scruct che shattered hfe of the vitlager It s the crea
tion of the very mmnd from which have flowed the
melodies of the Guany I Maharms Gandin 1=z
great not merely m the field of action He has his
place 1o the realm of thought and smagination  He
too has dreamr 1 gt at white dream of love com
passion and beauty He has created ideals that snr
us tothe depthsof ourbemg These sdeals call v
out of our little narrow hves mte the yast world of
promise and adventure

When Tognre enters the world of Gandht he sees
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spinning wheels and carding bows The one humming
and the other thrummmg He watches the workers
clothed 1n ramment looking like gunny bags He
sntellectually grasps the fact that all these are nspired
by love and compassion He yet asks himself 1n
bewild red anxiety whether this world with sts round
of labour can compare with his own radiant world of
movement and music  There God daily paints the skies
with silver and gold The very leaves murmur love
songs Gandh has disciplined his senses He has
brought his voleante impulses under the control of a
searching intellect and an 1on will ~ As he enters the
world of Tagore he cannot help asking what possibly
could be the meanmng of this riot of colours > Qut 1
the wide world men are dying of bunger Darkness s
creeping nto the cottages of the poor and even into
their souls

The mind of Gandht does not give free scope for
the aesthetic impulses He does not wander after
the lotus feet of Beauty

In an article wrtten 1 answer to the Poets
erticism of the charkha  Gandhi wrote referming
obviously to the Poet

The world easily finds a place of holour far

the who prod new and dazal things

The craations of art are not merely da ling or
ghittering  Tlere can be precious gold too m 1t In
fact every great creatton of art has a vital message
to the human spirit  These songs the fair blossoms
of a poets creation have a vital value These are
as much a part of truth as acts of compas ton
and service These song tooare ina sense act of
compassion Not that Candhi 1s unmoved by
beauty But beauty 1s_only a munmster to fus soul
It nables him as a friend to go forward on his
ceaseless seatch But to the pozt Beauty becomes
enthroned sn Heaven Gandbi who has brought
his own 1mpulses under the control of a searching
mtellect and an iron will  holds that art merely
da Jes Heoncesadrome The skeletonsof Onssa 4
haunt my dreams and wakl;'aag hours  What will -
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them 1s beautiful to my eyes Here we have the
foundation of exen his aesthetics

The 1deal of ultimate perfecwon 1s a petfection
i harmony Life 13 complex There are m it
many conflicting elements To barmonise 13 highest
and the most alluting of 1deals None might ever
have achieved Nor found this wltimate harmony
Perhaps none ever will But it certamnly 15 gwven
unto us o make our lves a dedication to that idesl
Chust has said  Be ye perfect even as your Father
1 Heaven 1s petfect It 1s for us to project for our
guiding star the very highest aspreation

The mode of movement s not the same  Gandh
mo es zlong the straight narsow path of incessant
endeavour  Every endeavour leaves a transforming
touch on his personality [t 15 a slow and todsome
march  In the case of Rabindranath the Poet seer
the progre s 15 by rapid wavward movements His
poztic soul breaks out into echaes of laughter He
must feel along the bye paths He dare not pass by
anything He goes a certamn way and then vanshes
in another mood of the soul he rses on wings of
Lightnsng  He 1s one with the heart of Realiry

If the philosophy of Gandhi s a popular phifosophy
the po try of Tagore s also a popular poetry  As
the generationy pa s says Yeats gravellers will
hum them on the highway and men rowsng upon
rivers  Lovers while they awawt one another shall
find 1n mutmunng them this love of God a magic
gulf wherein thesr own more bitter passion may
bathe and renew 1s youth

A great poet 13 possess d with a purpose beyond
his own  He 1s 3n the gup of a great sdea  He be
tieves that he has come mnto the world with a mis
swn  He feels an urge It comes from a Higher
Baing  This intestor command stronger than words
18 fele by all men of gemus This realsation gaves
them the power to fight for an idea with a gamblers
recklessness  As 21 egotist man 13 hopel ssly weak
As 3 vehicle of mighty wdea he 1s formudable  The
same thought 1¢ expres ed by Bernard Shaw m hus
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Man and Superman through the mouth of Don Juan
Man who i his own selfish affars 15 a coward to
the backbone will fight for an tdea like a hero
hen a man 1magmnes that he 1s fighting for a great
wdea nothing can stop im  He would struggle agamst
great odds He would welcome the frown of his
enemy He would look torrore face to face He
would remain unmoved when his dearest compan ons
desert him  He would mount the scaffoid with per
fect nonchalance
This heroic_virtue of the soul we see tn the case
of Mahatma Gandhi Nothing can sh ke his faith
He rematns firm Like a rock n his conviction amidst
an encirching gloom Th agony of his soul he can
not hide He feels lonely like a star But how
ever lonely the path may be a ptoneer lke Gandht
must travel it alone His soul has been wedded to
the 1deal of non violence and how can he forsake 1t ?
A message from the he vens whispers to him He
Le ps aloft the flag of is farth and marches on
fearlessly toward the goal And he wmtes  For
me non viplence ts a creed I must act up to it
whether I am alone or lave companions Since
propagation of non violence 1s tn  mussion of my
Iife I must pursue 1t 1n all weathers Had Gandht
been an egotist huis strength would surely have
fajled him  The 2lmost mnevitable tragedy was avert
ed He believed that he w s an instrument in the
hand of a Supreme Bemng Tlhis faith sustained him
when the ho 1 on was the darkest He gives expres
sion to hts beliet 1n many of s wntmgs  Thus he
wrtes i Hartgan of 28th July 1940 I beleve
ttat my footsteps are guided by God and all my Iife
15 based on this belief
e poetry of Tagore lihe the Inner Voice of
Gandhi has a divine ongin  Thus Tagore addre es
God n Grtanyalt
When thcu commande t m to sing st seems that
my heart would bre k u ta prde  and [ looh 19 the
face_and tea s come to my €328
Thus Tagore has never considered him »3¢
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author of lus verse as Gandht has never regarded fum
self as the author of his actions

This farth in the existence of a God has been the
mam source of s strength  Agamn and agamn we
gome acrass lmes i Gandhirs whitings which show
unmistakably that he behaves an an Oversoul It
ammates all his actions and has shaped all the mo
mentous decisions of his hie

This knd of faih i some mysterous Remng
charactersses  Rabindranaths  wnnngs too He
calls thys Bewng oJwan Desata the Lord of his hfe

1s hie was a flute 1n the hand of a divine must
¢z The Lotd of s bfe was contmually shaping
lus bemg as & potters wheel shapes the pitcher
What he felt at that supreme moment has been
recorded tn one of his Hibbert Lectures There we
comte across the followmg lnes i fele sure that
some B g who comprehended me and my
world was seeking his  best expresson m all my
experiences unwming them mto an ever wideping 1n
dividuality which 15 2 spineual work of are Here we
discover the teason why genius has been called reh
gwous by Emerson A great poet sings what he s
ordered to sing by the mdwelling Daity  His pen
records joyfully what 13 dictared to hum by a spirst
higher than his own  In Rabmdranath s poems we
find again and agam the joyous recogmmnon of a
Being that 1% ly seeking exp h }
the songs of the Poet  This is the reason why we
find both 1 the Poet and the Mahatma the same
craving to reduce themselves 1o ero so that they
mught be perfect snstruments in the hand of God

In the lowest state of life the woild 1 made of
electrons In the hghest stage of lfe the whole
world 13 made of feelmgs Thus it sz well known
among the cntics of grt thar poetry is 3 pamnung In
words while pawnting s poetry in colours  Thus
action and thought became one and the same on high
level If Rabindranath Tagore acts through speeches
Gandhus speaks theough actions  Both are the facers
of one Divine Diamond They dip thetr pens i
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divinity  The Hidden Voice speaks through every
fibre of therr frame And 1t 1s the Voxe which
like electrons will one day mould itself nto the
Brave New World—The kingdom Come !
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INDIAS AMBASSADOR IN RUSSIA
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—~RABINDRAVATH TAGORE

RUSSIA has wrought a mmacle  za1d Dr Tagore mn an
sterview gnen by him in America 1n 1930 after hus
visit to Russia I went to Mascow he continued

and found that the sart of instruction that the
Russtan peasants and workers recewve does not make
them merely factory hands but develops them cut
turally

Under the C ar the Russian masses were as
sgnorant and stupid as the masses of Indis are today
In India only seven per cent of the people are even
ly literate nor ed d just literate Russia
was no better ten years ago
But now I was vastly impressed by the spread of
hiteracy and elements of true culture the love for
beauty among the humblest Russians
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Formerly racral and religious conflicts were
common 1n Russia as they are in India up to this day
Now 1n Russia all these conflicts have disappeared
Jews Armenians Christians and Moslems have learned
to co operate

f course the Russian authortties use therr
educational mstitutions as a means to propagate therr
own economic and political doetrmes  But with thase
views I have no concern I shall notp ss judgment
upon economic teachings of anybody since that 1s not
my field

It 15 the Russian method of enlightening the people
that interests me

Russians are not believers 1n old theologies
Service of mankind might be thexr religion

One of the interviewers suggested that the mass
education m Russa mipht be conducted for the
burpose of propaganda and to influence their ovn
people towards a certain system of government

Of course they have therr own propag nda
teplied the Po t  but that 1s quite pat ral What
must be realised 1s that there 1s a general interest n
educatron My object was to see the interest us dn
therr work

Their educatton is not entirely matenahistic  They
are not merely mak ng peasants mto factory workers
Creatyve art 1s thriving 1n Russa The theatres are
crowded with people who ten years ago had no
opportunity to ent r them For the first time the lower
classes have been able to take advantage of what the
the tres and operas offer them

Let us think of the Bolshevik Revolution mn terms
ofa drama The fist act was represented by the
pertod from the est blishment of the Soviet Govern
ment 1n November 1917 until the declaration of the
New Economic Policy or Nep i March 1971 a
declaration which closely comncided with the end of
foreign intervention and civilw r  The second act
was characterised by the gradua] reconstruction of the
country under the compromise between socialism and
caprtalism which was created by the Nep The third
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act of the revolution b m 1928 da
determined effort on the pare of the ruling Commun
st Party to cut the Gordsan knot of social and
economic contradictions inherent i the Nep by
teartag out the Jast roots of capitalism m Russia
When Tagore visted Russia it was the pertod
representing the thied act  This act mainly consisted
of the anty religious demonstrations The psychology
of making a clean break wih the Russian past wasa
very mmportant characteristic of the Soniet regime
Such method were adopted as had previausly been
considered madvisable eg huge parades holding vp
to mockery the objects of reverence of vanous fmths
public buthing of :icons and so forth To these
measures there bave been added the mefung down of
church bells and the turping of copper and bronze to
mdustrial uses the mouguration of systematic ants
r ligious teaching m the schools the extended and
mtensified u e of the theatre the motion prcture and
the museurn as medwa for ants religions propaganda
Though we have no concern to deal with religion
yet we cannot help saying that the religion of the
C ar Russia was the religion of wide spread mjustice
resulting in demolishing the bbesty of the country It
was a religron—certanly it was—~but with mere tdea and
no expression The people of the C ar Russia were
mostly Christians the Bible wag their holy book
whata fun 1t was! The teachings of Christ were
honoured by them more tn breach than i gbservance
Russia today s free of the rebigious bondages We
need not discuss here whether Rusna should have one
religion or no but we must not avord saying that
spite of the Bolshevik Russias baving no belef m
rehigion she has been ap d for her 1
tan activities a3 also for her efforts for ymparung
peace and happmess to God ¢ world by so many godly
men hke Tagore and others  She has worked wonders
1 removing all the ancient sources of weakness and
misery which formerly had lamed the sed sace and
haunted st ether with definite terrors or vague and
scarcely conscious despond and i bringing about 2
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pervading buoyancy and optimism 1mpossible to the
Ppeople if they had been agatn in the religious days of
the C ar Russia
Religion 15 the opium of the people said Karl
Marx  Marx also s 1d Destroy the social world of
which religion 1s the spinitual aroma and you destroy
feligion  "Religion 1s the flowers that cover the chams
Destroy the flawers and the chains will be seen
-OmMmunism 1s convinced of the truth of Marx s words
There have been two 1deas in them  One 1s that if the
present politico economical system 1s destroyed religion
willalso decay  The other s that if religion 1s dsrectly
attacked 1t willexpose the chamns hidden by religion
and thereby the creation of the new system will be
hastened " Russian Communism has been earnestly
carrying both lines of att ck and this has been the
st nificance of the Russian struggle
Reltgion has often times allied 1tself with the
Powets that be especially in the West and especrally
50 1n Russia where the C_ar was the head of both the
State and the Church Unlike India the tendency of
the Czar Russia was to allow no possible hberalism mn
rehigion  Bolshewil Russia stood agamst such religion
She wanted to ensure equal opportumties and rights
forall in the body politic And she had In today
Russra all have equally the blessings of ife Accord
mg to some 1t 13 only an outer spect The life
they say find satisfaction only m realisng 1eself as
Eternal Beng 1In detal we may disagree wath the
Communists_we sincerely want that all should have as
far as possible equal nights and privileges m Iif
Since the time the Bolsheviki se1 ed control of the
Russian State they have never tired of puttmg through
the most revolutionary changes m order to socialtse
the country and make 1t a fit place for the helpless
masses to live in  Bemng strongly convinced that
capitalistic countries would sooner or later meet with
economic disaster because of the revolt of labour and
the conflicting economic 1nterests of nations the
Bolsheviki declared that Russia must be socialised
order to survive the app h fall of lism 4
F-13




act of the revolution b m 1928 rep da
determined effort on the pare of the ruling Commun
st Party to cut the Gordian knot of social and
¢ d h m the Nep by
tearing out the last soots of capitalism i Russia
When Tagore wvisited Russia 1t was the perod
represenung the third act  This act matnly consisted
of the anty rehiqious demonstrations The psychology
of making a clean break with the Russtan past wasa
very mportant characteristic of the Sowiet regume
Such method were adopted 2s had previously been
considered madvisable eg huge patades holding up
to mockery the objects of reverence of varwous faiths
public buming of icons and so forth To these
measures there bave been added the melting down of
church bells and the turning of copper and bropze to
mdustrial uses the moauguration of systematic ant:
1 Iigious teaching in the schools the extended and
mtensified u ¢ of the theatre the motton picture and
the museum as mwedia for anti religious propaganda
Though we have nu concern to deal with religion
yet we canttot help saying thae the religion of the
C ar Russia_was the religion of wide spread mjustice
resulting in demolishing the hberty of the country It
was 2 religron—cercamly st was~—bue with mere :dea and
no expression  The peaple of the C ar Russia were
mostly Christians  the Bible was their holy book
whata fun 1t wast The teachings of Chnst vere
honoured by them more 1 breach than in obsersance
Ruassta taday 1s free of the religious bondages We
need not discuss here whether Russia should have one
religion or no_but we must not avord saying that in
spite of the Bolshevik Rusua s baving no behef mn
religson she has been app 2d for hey y}
tan activities 38 also for her efforrs for imparting
peace and happiness to God s wotld by so many godly
men like Tagore and others  She has worked wonders
n removing all the ancient sources of weakness and
misery which formerly had lamed the red race and
haunted 1t sither with defimte_terrors or vague and
Iy c d and m b about 2
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to make the peasants conscious of their position of
their inherent rights which they did not enjoy of all
the possibilities that lay open to them  They were not
ashamed to be propagandists and thewr propaganda
was educative 1t was scientific 1t was human 1t was
woral and carried all the fervour of social service that
they were capable of 1gniting 1n thesr minds and beast
Whatever they attempted to organise had alwavs the
welfare of the people as its direct inspiration They
did not want to enjoy any exclusive privilege at all
because that kind of enjoyment was ant1 socsal and
therefore non human perhaps even mhuman All the
store houses of wisdom of Joy of well ordered social
benefits were Open to every one of them because
every one of them had equal human right to them

The Poet had his Santimiketan 1 India_which was
Linked up with the surrounding villages He also had
his Sniniketan (the Rural Reconstruction Institute)
situated at villa e Surul  The inmates of Santiniketan
and Srimiketan were trymg their best to serve therr
neighbours to 1nvite ther to their fest1 als to supply
them with medicine to demonserate to them the
efficiency of the up-to date methods of agriculture

he educational work of Russta was therefore of

Zreat use to the Poet He wished he had more time
and energy to study their worh properly However
he tried his best to ut lise his visit to Russia

In the evenmg of 12th September a concert was
arranged in the Poet s honour under the joint auspices
of tne Society for Cutural Relations and the Moscow
Association of Wreitees  About sixty persons repre
senting the Soviet public life art and science responded
to the mvitation

Professor Petroff 1n his opening speech of welcome
satd  We who have taken part n the October
Revolution and assisted at the construction of new
forms of human culture extend 2 warm welcome to
one who has come amongst us as a profound thinker to »
study our culture to study our strivings for the re
newal of human society and thus of human personality
uself



Rabindrapath Tagore 1s an active worher on the
front of popular education as well as a paet and 2
thinker He 1s endeavounng m the pedagogical
mstitution founded by himself 1n Santinhetan to solve
problemsregarding the formation of human personality
This branch of work occupies an tmportant place m his
activaties and makes great demands upon his energy
and strength Now he wishes to learn of the en
deavours of our country to understand how 1 new and
revolutionary conditions the human personality
destined to ad ance human progress 1n economic 18
social and in cultural conditions which_are 2ll new
expands and formulates Rabindranath Tagore wishes
to understand how the human personality can m the
conditions of socialist reconstruction perfect 1tself and
become a verttable creator i the sphetes of art
science and m human progress of every description
We welcome the visits of frrends who come with an
open heart and a pure soul to our country to study our
structure to try and understand the aspirations of the
masses towards a new human life 2 new and free
system for the perfection of human nature

The people of Russia already knew Tagore They
had read Tagore and they loved Tagore with all_their
heart They had at that time over twenty five editions
of the Poet s books and a ~ast majonity of the nume
rous nationalities of the USSR were enjoying the
canstructive readmg from those books They were
therefore very happy and proud to show to the Poet
whatever he wanted to see of their work and they
felr sure that_he would appreciate their educational
actuvities  The Poct bad gone to Russia to learn
something which would he thoughr go along way to
solve the great problems of his own country as also the
world problem of crvihsation  Crvilisanon had asat
has today taken man far away from his normal hu
manity It had given bith to an extraordmary
artificial life It had created disease evoked specific
sutferings created many anomalies

The Poet was profoundly interested in problems
of educatton Histdea his dream had been to create
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free human bemngs who should be surrounded by an
&nvnronment of creative work In Russia the Sociali £
overnment had put an end to the evil of human
exnistence 1 a kind of cage cut off from the rest of
society The Poet was convinced that Russias ideas
lwfere very much like his own dieam his dream for a full
ife for the individual for complete education
The Poet s 1dea of education was that 1t should be
1n contact with hfe wself 1t should be a part of hife
By hving a true hife one can have proper education
and not through the detachment from it which 15 so
often seen in the colleges and schools m the cvilised
world which tle Poet would call the brick buile
E?sons 1 which children are dented the true goods of
e

The entire country 18 scattered with the peasants
houses A great deal of cultural socal and educa
tional work 1s carried on mn these places These
houses also serve the purpose of re reation clubs
From time to time lectures are arranged to inform the
Masses on social and agricultural problems to nitate
them mto the scientific methods of tilhng the fand and
reaping the maximum crops ‘Every such house 1s
equipped with 2 museum of natural history the rise
and development of relgion social and educational
welfare They are also used as mformation bureaux
for dealtng with different subjects like agriculture
taxation education Deasants comng from the
surrounding vill ges with the mtention of eliaiting
information about their own particular problems con
nected with the village life are allowed to stay
these houses for a_few days at a nominal charge
Thes howses ate the chief vehicle of disseminating
the necessary education among the one time illiterate
peasantry and turning them into the useful and res
ponsible ct1 ens of Rusuia

Tagore v1s ted one such house at Moscow on 16th

to the peasants

September FHe was neroduce
present there by the superintendent of the house with-~
the Poet hal rome to study t i

the remarks that
Life at fest hand and to learn about their vay of .
P



thew hopes and as and he luded his
remarhs with the wish that that meeting might estab-
hish a deeper contact between the peasants of the
Soviet Rusuia and thase of India

In hes reply to their address of welcome the Poet
«ard that he was very much rmpressed by the lind of
constructive worh that was being eaersed onn Russia
to uphft the masses from the slough of poverty 1gno-
rance disease and illiteracy He admirced the heroic
eal of the Soviet masses who were co operating with
the Government of thesr country 1n the uphft work

In the course of a tatk which he had wicth the
peasants some one among them asked the Poet to
account for the perpetual commynal tension 1 Indi
Tagore s quick and pointed reply was that 1t was all
due to the sdnorance and illiteracy If these were
Biquidated all sctife and hoseilities would come to an
end However the Poet was not very hopeful about
the poasibidities of a mass scale education 1n lus
country

When another peasant asked him to express s
apmton tbaut collectivtsation that was bewng carried
on a Russiz Tagore eaid that he could not answer
the question because he ¢id not understand the
working system of this scheme and desiced that he
wauld ke to be mnformed from the peasants them
seives about collectivisation snd its beatng on the
peasantry He was told that the basic wdea of collec
uvisation was the socral voluntary participation m the
organusation of these collective farms  About two
handred mdwiduals farms were merged into
common umt Where about three thousand workers
were putting ther efforts for the common good the
fand was cultivazed by their concersed efforts and

-} 4 hods of e such as )
manurning and the use of tractors and other modern
machinery had been introduced  There wasan eight
hour workwng day and each fifth day was the holiday
Thoss pezsants who worked longer recetved overtime
allawgnce  When winter came the work on the
fand was not sufficient to engage ol the members of
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acollective ume About tvo thirds of them were
?}frn}x}med t0 leave the farm and seek employment
N e big aities  During therr period of stay i the
fOW“ they received one thitd ot their summer wages
tom the farm and their families were permitted to
feside n the rooms which were allotted to them m
the farms
b About tifty per cent of the Russian peasants had
ecome the members of the collectve farm before the
Paet had visited Soviet Russia and the scheme was
gaming populanty day by day  The Poet was mform
ed that the collective method of land exploitation
was yrelding a far better and b1 her ratio of crops than
the old individual system  The reason 1s not far to
seek The individuals cannot afford the modern
scientific appliances nor could they utilise them in
their small strips of land which each mdividual peasant
owned Collective farms were the source of a new
order of social existence New lving houses had been
built for each collective umt There vas 2 common
dinng hall and a school was attached with every unir
The peasants were glad at this change of their former
small disty huts to their large sanitary hygenic
collectryst houses
Under the collecnvist socr
of the women was much amelorated They are not
ignorant and helpless as 15 the case m India They
have received the light of the mew age m order_to
find ther place m the world of humamty The
waomen social workers of Russia have organtsed them
brigades and travel n

selves info small collectivist
different pares of the country o rouse their sisters
from their lethargy and to enhighten them about the
economical and cultural benefits of collectivisation
The women collectivasts worked in the land mde by
side theix men comrales There wete In every
collective farm a kindergarten a nursery and a common
lutchen The women under the collective socal X
system were really building up a new Lfe 1 thewr
they were paftiapating Thew

countyy 1 which
were no longer 1n the clutches of superstinunt

al sy tem the condition



sgnorance  They had bicome responsible oty ens
with 2 keen sense of duty

Tagare had taken some of his pamntings with fum
which were displaged 1n the peasants meetng  The
verdict of the best critics present thete was that he
was the first class artist as every picture was makmg
a very strong impresston ind was thrithing the au
dience  He was told that his work was expressing the
spiit of youth and this consututed the element of
interest

The exhibition of the pictures of the Poet was
opened at the State Museum of Moscow on 17th
September It was largely attended by the public
a5 well as the representatives of the vanous art and
educational maticutions of the country The hall
was packed to its fuilest capacity on the firse day of
exhibinon P ofessor Petroff performed the opentng
ceremony and extended 2 cordial welcome on behalf
of the Soviet Republic  He mntroduced Tagore to the
audience with the wordy that be was notonly a preat
poet and a philosopher but also a great pamntes of his
age He appreciated his vision and understanding of
hfe s deeper realities  In conclusion he hoped that
his visit to the Soviet Unton would prove 2 new hink
w the cham of uniting the todimg masses of the two
covntries  The Poet returned warm thanks for the
weleome extended to bim on behalf of the State and
the public and said chat his pictures were the most
mnmate gifes that he could offer them for a true
mutual understanding  He had broughe his pictures
to them bacause he hoped that through hus pictures
be conld come e direer touch with thesr mind
while with his werds he could not owwg to the
lngmstic barsier He xad chae his pictures would
speak to them without the medwm of interpreter
which was always £ ¥ 13 won
warm approval {rom the art crities present there
‘They conndered those morks to be a great maniesta
tion of the ansnic hife

Dunng the temamnmg daye of the exhibition the
musenm was daly vissted by more than five hundred




beaple
In the afternoon of 21th September the Poet
visited an mdustrial labour commune for children and
mcorrigible chuldren  Thete were about one hundred
chuldren who lived 1n_the colony Another hundred
(non residents) dined there durmg the day The ages
of thase children ranged from fourteen to eighteen
years  The idea of this labour commune was to 1m
part mdustral training to those one time homeless
waifs who had a definite tradition 1mbued n them
of their former street ife and also to mould them into
honest conscientious ocial workets This commune
had a self government  All the affaurs were managed
by the youngsters themselves The period of reten
tion did not exceed three years FEach such labqur
Commune was equipped with a school and a worhshop
The children did four hour practical work n the
workshop and devoted three hours to the theoretical
study 1n the class room They had thew evenmngs
enurely spare to be_devoted to the soctal work or
menta) recreation For the sake of convenience they
were divided 1nto small groups  If any of the clildren
wanted to leave the colony to visir the town he did
not reguire any special permit Al that he had to
do was to inform about 1t to his squad leader Inst
tunon of ths kind have proved very useful in winning
t! from the street
he'ﬁ},lél %[:; l}’,:fikﬂso the occasion to visit the cer tral
State museums for the study of the people of the
S These twa museums are located mn a big
onion whh ey onged ¢ Cateng o
Great resent the scientific a
scng n::gf‘;he ethnographic 1 and EC““"’“““L"@E"
of the Saviet Umion  in this connectmrL“x:‘drezym;

observed that tlere are more than one
‘wemye:l“mm inhabteng the jupsdiction of t{:e Sovie
Union wh ch covered an area of one s xth of the world
The last big function held m connection with the
Poet s visit to the Soviet Russia was a big Literature
ng which was attended by more
and Concert Evening A b £ -
than two thousand PU5°":9 number of




Saviet writers poets and actors were present at the
function  The famous Russian poet  Shingalee rect
ted his ode to Rabmndramth Tagore Several of the
pieces of I'ngore s poems were sead out by the author
Galpertn A well known actor recited two poems
m prose of Tagore s works The Poet himself read
several of his poems which aroused tremendous
applause from the public An opera party gave a
aemonstration of Russian village dances in the satire
A peasant choir gave 3 recital of the Russian folk
song When the function came to a close the Poet
wag given a tremendous applause as a pareing act of
appreciation for the Poet s versactle gentus
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THF GOLDEN PATH

F mylf kI ghtth wehmy It
W they wh led me f m doo ¢ door szzh
lfr;';ha ITfh b tm hg druwh m
or

It w my g thtt ghtm Wthel nst
T mt thy hwdm tp h hyb ek

;ef m ghtm oyt th hrn  fmp
t

Thygddm Uth dybag th my tene
d d tt

of heouty fpl s Tt
whepl 2 h thyb ghtm h H
tth A fmyg Y

—~RABINDRANATH TAGORF

THE record of the past nterpreted n practical life
by noble men and women supply the moral tomic
which must be admmustered ta each generation lese it
should perish of ethical manition and debility History
sounds the paean of trmph of great movements 1n
rehgion politics art and science  The self sacafice
of the earnest lovers of humanity was the price always
pad for the victory [t seems to be a mystenious law
that no progress can be made without sactifice Some
men and women must be prepared to d e as martyrs
or face death as hetoes to sk therr lives as danng
poneers or bold heretics to practis abnormal ahsts

nence  to drill and discipline the body ke the
merciless martinets  to sCotn rank and honour to
suffer hunger and thirst cold and fatigue to despise
contumely and clumny  to Tenounce money and
marriage to forgo fame and lortune and family Life

to endure torture snd imprisonment exile and lonely
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pess —thus to master Sense and conquer Self and
thereby to ruse the mass of mankind 10 ever higher
levels of Wisdom and Virtue History preserves the
names and words and deeds of the most remarkable
representatives of this small elite of martyrs apostles
and amethvsts whose Iite as G B Shaw puts 1t
belong to the whole community and as long as they
Tive it 13 thewr pravilege to do for whatever they can
They want to be thoroughly used up when they die
for the harder they work the more they hve Life 1s
no bnef candle  for them It 1s a sort of splendid
rorch which they have got hold of for the moment and
they want to burn it as brightly as possible before
bhandmng on 10 future generanions

Nothing 1s more natural to man than to admire
what 15 good and great He 1s not satssfied with bread
and butter but hankers after somethwg which will
#tve im abiding solace and comfort Fhs physieal
nature 1s satishied with materna) things~food clothmg
hou es and riches but his spiritual nature craves food
for tis mind and soul  He feels that man does not hve
by bread alone but by every word of God This 1s
why even the man rolling in the lap of lutury feels
that all 1s not night with him and seeks for better food
This destee to bring nourtshment to his soul leads men
to approach and know great men It has been said that
the search of the great 1s the dream of youth and the
most serous occupation of mankind No nobler feeling
than this of admiration for one higher than oneselt
dwells 1 the breast of man

Whence cotmes this feeling—thiz admuation of the
Great” It owes s ongin to a strong ianate humaa
desire to clatm kinship between man and man  More
often than not do we feef that there 13 a commen bond
between the man on the pedestal and man 1 the street
We humans each of us have common fraiitres common
morality hopes and fears Ths
feeling of kinship fives rise to the cutionty that goads
us on ta the personal qualities and wdiosyncranes of
the great men and women

As if rouched by a magic wand the man of genws
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shies forth aloof from others around him but we
wish to assure ourselves that he 15 one of us unhike u
n some respects but very like us 1n others

Death and annthilation bury all the pageant cf
humanity into oblivion  Most of us come into this
world live our span of existence and go from the _stage
of life quite unknown unwept and unsung Not a
trace of us1s left m this work a day world—nothing to
dentify us from the heap of cold ashes and the hand
ful of dust __ Dust thou art and to the dust returnst
exhorts the Holy Wnt

Rarely enough from this vast mass of surging man
kind 1s someone born ta leave a trail of glory bebkind
hm a footprint on the sands of time Sometimes 1t 18
by virtue of a living thought that he wins the estima
tion of his fellow brothers at other times he mses
to eminence because of his eternal message of hope
sllustrated with the bitter struggles and the gnm
determination with which he faced the difficulties the
Patience with which he ultimately trumphed  As we
g0 through these accounts languor and ap thy vanish
2 new enthusiasm comes over us and a desite to fight
well the battle of 1 fe comes back Sometimes a man of
gentus towers above his £ llows because of creation of
beauty that n ver perishes that with tands the on
slaughts of tiwe and hifts the soul of the percipient 1
stantaneously and irresisubly out of the regon of
self conseiousness There 1s a lot of difference between
the man who le ds a nameless life and goes the way of
all flesh and the towermg personality marked by some
uncommon attr bute of mind The spoken thou hts of
these great souls awaken the stumbering thoughts of
others What they say allm o of that age were longing
to say but w re finding no Tanguage to express and alt
of a sudden the thoughts of these men start up as
ftom an enchanted sleep The voice of the universe
speaks through them With their advent new thoughts
new m amngs n w forees float m the air  The e great
souls are the beacon 1 ghts 1n the voyage of ife they
come to nspire to gy
to our destination By apprectating their Iives

o3

1de and comfort us and take us
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make pur own hves sublime They are at onge our
friend philosopherand guide  They serve as pillars of
11ght to gmde us ro che dland Wem d
aud joy say to them
At your voice
Panic despatr flez away
Ye move through the ranks cecall
The stragglers refresh the sutworn
Prase reinspsre the brave
QOrder courage return
Eyes rekindhng and prayets
Follow your steps as you go
Ye £l up the gaps m our files
Strengthen the wavenng lme
Stabhish continue our march
On to the bound of the waste
On to the ciry of God
It 33 because we recogruse the serviceable relstion
of such rare souls to their age that webave ar abiding
Paskion to probe tmto minures? details of their hves
hen i an age ot tn a country there is the ten
dency of men being lumped 1aco o lifeless mass 2t
18 the presence and worshup of great men thar stsr 1t
breakseup They g e a rude shaking and dis
mtegratton begins  Warh distntegration comes new
energy and with it new fife
Such men have handed down the ewsence of theie
wmspired_moments to posterity and postenty shall
ever build their noble 1d als of hife on those immortal
gospels of truth  The bentage left by the great 13 to
the young mind what the warming sun and the re
{reshing r1un of gprng are to the seeds which have lan
dormant 1 the frosty of wmter It 1s more for it may
zave from thar which 35 wors  than death aswellas
bless us with that whats berrer than hie The teeming
muthons of Indians ook up Rama 23 anncarnation of
God and repeat hiy name wm weal and woe 2z open
sesame  for deliverance from the bondage of biuth
anddea k Yot how few of them have ever rezhsed
what a great debe of gratitude thes owe to the sant
who compo ¢d Ramayana=—the Bible of the Hindus
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There are some heretics as there are always are who
look upon all the principal characters of Ramayana as
the mere figment of imagmation They httle feel that
the whole nation regard R ma as real as the conception
of a deity 15 1n many other lands In this great
panorama of time history Is a thing of yesterday and
most of tt e memorable things took place long before
the art of wrting came 1n vogue The Ramayana is
not of an age but for all times 1t 1 not merely a book
to be read at lersurely hours and put back on the shelf
but for aeons it bas been the fountain head of Moral
In piration to one of the time honoured races of the
world The lhwving mfluence of this sublime eprc
tinged the warp and woof of an entite nation Perhaps
0o other book bas such power to hift the wretched out
of his misery the poor out of his poverty to make the
burden bearer forget s burden the down trodden
his degeneration The characters of Rama and Sita
have been the rarest lterary achievement Rama
whose divinity has never been quest oned 1s mtensely
human 1n hus trials and tnbulations Sita who faced a
storm of an outrageous fortune has set up an tdeal for
all women Every year the Hindu India commemorates
these beloved heroes by stagmg the passion play of
Ramavana and try to 1mb be the lofty 1dealism and
teachmgs of the epic And yet how much do we
know about the ba d Valmiki the creator of these
1amortal characters? Besides what hasbeen mentioned
m the mayana itself we do not know anything
about this king among the poets of all ages  Kalidasa
the peerless poet of beauty suffers from the same
fate—oblvion But aswsays the Poet  Beauty lives
thouph hilies die  the man may pass away without
being accorded the honour worthy of hium but his
achievement 1f 1t bears the hall mark of immortality
willli e for aye

And hence this human and normal interest 1n the
latest Indian Poet whos fame pervadesfar andaway in
the entire world No modern poet has been acco ded

o much honour and recogmtion as this Shelley
Bengal as he was one time called His works,
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place on shelves of all cultured people and have been
translated into almost all the spoken languages of the
world He has visited all the 1mportant cittes of the
world and has personally communicated his message in
his own subtle way His niche among the galaxy of the
classical poets 1s already assured And already so much
has been said and written about the digmity and magne
11¢ quahities of his personaliy Apart from the unique
quality of his genius his persomality makes 2 lasting
1mpression on his fellow men Like Socratesa great man
of genius may be physically unattractive but Mother
Nature has been bountiful 1n the case of this Bengalt
Poet inside and out  The personality of the man 1s as
conspicuous as gentus of the poet 1s great As he
appeared when the sunset of lfe was coming on apace
with the fine lineaments of lis face and his silver locks
flowing beard and flashing eyes he resembled an
anctent seer stepping out of a sylvan glade in ancient
Aryavarta or a patriarch full of wisdom moving i the
sight of God Colertdge might have anticipated him
when he uttered

Beware ! beware!

Of his flashing eves and floating haie

And weave a circle round him thnce

For he of honey dew hath fed

And drunk the milk of Paradise

He was lionised even when he was just a youth of
twenty with a tall stately figure and long curly hair
In the nch variety of lyrical measures the orgnal
tunes that he constantly struck up predicted a great
future for him Babu Akshay Chandar Sickar a
B ngali writer of no mean repute  hailed him as the
precursoe of a new epos in the Bengali poetry but m
view of the ever nsing tide of his fame he warned him
not to be intoxicated and carrted away by the plaudits
of the public One may wonder what that emment
writer would have thought 1f he bad been hiving today
and had been an eye witness to the world wide homage
that has been paid to this Plato of all ages Asa matter
of fact an answer to this writet was anticipated 1 one
of the eatly sorgs of the Poet \
%



Have I come mto this world as a beggar for
fame to win handclaps by stringmg words together ?
‘Who will awake today who will work who wants to
wipe out the shame of the mother

Babu Bankim Chandar Chatterjee the celebrated
Bengali novelist and the author of Bande Mataram the
Indran National Anthem once suggested to Tagore
that he should write an epic poem to establish a niche
1n the temple of fame 1n the domain of poetry The
teply came much later in the form of a_beautiful
address dedicated to the Lyrical Muse as his beloved

T had a mind to enter the list for the compositton
of an epic poem but I do not know when my fancy
struck your yingling bangles and broke nto a thousand
songs Owmng to that unexpected accident the epic
poem shattered nto atoms 1s lying at your feet

In his Remumiscences Rabmdranath mentions with
characteristic modesty that he was at one time called
the Shelley of Bengal Some of his Enghsh admirers
have compared him with Byron We believe him to
be greater than both—mn nsight n wisdom 1 calm
vision of the Beautful If highest poetry 1s to be the
emotion recollected 1 tranquillity as Wordsworth
says then we may claim Tagore to be the greatest

oet es
i Taogfc»arL1 :vgas noursshed on the wisdom of the East
d on the mspiration that came
hads and frog: Bengah Va(xishnlva
0 sdom of the East he n his
ﬁc:;s:esl;ﬁls}_:;:,::%% on The Meeting of East and
West and My Ideal of Education The two notes
of Ancient Wisdom are Human Solidanity and Supre
macy of Spiritual Values ‘These Tagore emphasises
when exposing the weaknesses of Western civilisation
Speaking to the English people he says b
come 1n contact with alien peoples with other races
your want of love of humamty becomes apparent
Agan— Thisk of the ruthlessness_and the com
mercialism present m the modern politics of Europe
and America Europe has trampled upon the
of the Eternal and the truth7of Human Fellowship
9
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gumage of Man He comes mto the very storm of
life but with silent steps And they that sit 1 the
silence hear the voice that speaks beyond the walls of
this world  Througi the forest path He comes
says the Poet  In the forest 1s silence 1 the forest 1s
the call to communion with Nature toa life of sadkana
self disciphine tapasya self purification  In the foresr
the t. 19 the he abode of peace
Modern civilisation 15 10 agony for it has lost touch
with Nature and will not be healed of 1ts wounds 1]
1t sings hife agam to Nature A e you mn quest of
Happiness? Then note that to run after silver and
gold and the honours of the world 15 to run away from
Him and who can be happy 1n running away from
Him  Hiscoming 1s the law "which binds and” builds
the wotld  Yet we tun away from Him agam and
agamn  we tun away from lite to take refuge m con
ventions and unrealities We run away afrasd to
touch the Infinite 1 us afradd to take up the
challenge of life anxious only o have agreeable emo
tions anxious to mahe fools of ourselves
From the poitt of view of technigue Tagore 1s only

an English poet by the courtesy of the freest possible
iterpretation of the term free verse He does not
write 1w li es he writes in areas and he 1ndulges
repeated refrains that are not in line with the practice
of free verse Moreover Tagore does not wnte h s
poetry he sings fus poetty music and poetry re
born together in [ndia  In this fand music has always
been regarded as the greatest of the arts and this for
several reasons Other arts are at therr best when
they show a musical quahty Coleridge remarks very
pertiently that wherever you find a sentence musica]
1y worded or true rbythm and melody in the word
there 13 somethmng deep and good in "the v ords too

or body and soul word and 1dea go strangely together
here as everywhere It 15 only when the heart of him
18 rapt into the true passion of melody and the very
tones of him become musical by the greatness
and music of his thoughts dhat wzl'l:ahn give him
right to thyme and sing that we call him's ™
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common crowd unknown to me my king thou didst
press the signet of etermity wpon many a fleeting
moment

The Poet often seems to contrast his life with the
generality of people who live a crowded life~—~in mak
ing money and filling the heads with palitics and have
more seeming weight n the world and always humbly
as though he were only sure his way 1s best for him

Men going hame glance at me and smile and fill me

with shame I sit ke a beggar maid drawmng my
skirt over my face and when they ask me what je1s T
want [ drop my eyes and answer them not

At another time remembering how his lfe had
once a different shape he will say  Many an hour
have I spent 1n the strfe of the good and the evi] but
now 1t 1s the pleasure of my playmate of the empty
days to draw my heart on tohun and I know not
why 13 this sudden call to what useless inconsequence
An innocence a simplicaty that one does not find else
where 1n literature makes the birds and the leaves
seem ag near him as they are near to children

Indeed when he 1s speaking of children so much
a part of himself this quality seems one 13 not certain
that he 1s not also speaking of the samts  They build
their houses with sand and they play w1th empty shells
With withered leaves they weave their boats and
smulingly float them on the vast deep Children have
their play on the seashore of the worlds They know
not how to swim they know not how to cast nets
Pearl fishes dive for pearls merchants sail n their
ships while children gather pebbles and scatter them
agamn  They seek not for hidden treasures they know
not how to cast nets

Tagore has familianised us with the finest elements
of Western thought and has brought about 2 remarx
able synthesss of the culture of the East with that of
the West  This1s particularly to be seen m lus love
poems He has lifted love to an imaginativ  height
hitherto undreame of 1n Bengalipoetry  He has caught
up the far flung radiations of the passion in the magic
web of his poetry Before him  chere were certain
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Stereotyped
moul
treated mor Ids i which love was th
experience eT?ns convengion than a3 1 rathente
o o Sove by, was nothing o ind o, duthentic
thal of Tove had ever been icate that the
be manper i which Rabs glf by_our earlier poets
ﬂ:, introdaced 1t 3¢ 2 indranath transformed it
it 11l of passion 1s indeed w“ef fermentaion a new
w{‘ th}g:_ gBreater hen vea e n:zenmgrfulhand the credit 1s
ich Bengali hiter: er the trammels wich
expression o ature 13 bound  He 1s abl o
2 tange ond e to give
and an ecsta and width of feeh
sy that seel ng arapture
hs m ¢
,a,ﬂ?eg Sout of Bongal 0 be quite unknown to the
oet s treatm
cambitey. the ent of Beauty 1n the abstract h,
s spiritual qual f e
ensuous guality of I\eatq lﬁ'l of Shelley with the
sensuousness, the con ¥ ¢ richglow the fine
Urvast 4 crete 1magery remind us of Ke:
to the Abs?x‘;gc‘t“:s be rEg;;rdBed the Rabindran th Hya;,sn
Shelle pinit of Beauty—the cou
Vs nterpart
Shelley ‘sssagi‘(:ié;n% But the thrilling vagueness §§
of Koats y a sensuousness in the manner
Rabindra
nath has mter:
endowir g them with nevev psryer;eljofld myt;ls aod legends
Qur old myths have become dim lfnxr?da:ags‘gmﬁ?nce
s ntable to poetry b ration itk
3 iable to postes becy 5¢ oL He O Rabmdranath
that he has revived them n the hight of aa indranath
}’;Etatmn 10 his own mumitable way They r;lew tpter
ized to higher imagmnation and sp mitu | ]:1:2 been
alea[s 1s great as a Hellenistic poet Rabm.:{n2 It
so has mstilled the breath of a 1 ran th
ke new life over old
In the rich varety of 1
y of lyrical measu es
tunes that the Poet constantly stnike “;hehongma:
!léreat as Swinburne He 1s one of the ver; oo
yrical poets the world has known—lyrical 31 xgk:eam“
and lyncal in command over melodies oughe
Rabimdranath § achievem nts as a_great 1
ICrmc may be touched upo! He 1s our first dltem
iterary critic 1f we € CePE the few tentatwea:ffogm
Chandar :3 fact some of the *
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translations w Enghsh are by hunself aod these have
been transiated 1ato several other languages  Unitics
1n Europe and America have bestowed high prase
on his wrtwngs and ranked hum amang che great poets
of the world Poetry dividesatself easily mnto three
main  sections epic dramatic and lynie the three
cleasly d d an d by wide hes of
time and the evolutron of the human intellect  Of
these epic poetry is somewhat easy of translation but
its essence is patrative  Drama s compasasively dafft
cult but the excellent rendenngs nto English of the
powerful tragedies prove thar the difficulties of trans
Tation after all are not msuperable A fine lynmeal
poem ss the desparr of the translation  To be fully
appreciated a lyrical poem must be read in the ongma!
with due understanding of the lanpuage in which u
1s wnrten It ye @ compact and a component whole
from which no part can be separated from another
The wordy the figures the metre are 2l wedded to-
gether  Rabindranath bas translated his poems with
a phenomenal success but still 1t 13 wmapossible to con
vey m another language the prace the metncal
arrangement and the musical harmony of the words of
the ongmal poerms Several Enghsh admuers of the
Poet oiso hundreds of Indian readers oursmide Ben
gal have learnt the language of Bengal ta read the
works of the Bengal: Poet as onigmally written  The
fate Gopal Knshna Gokhale the well known Indan
politicran and mathematictan also learnt the Bengali
language for the express purpose of reading Rabindra
nath s poems n the original Bengah

An Enghsh come of Tagore has hikened him to
Victor Hugo Comparisons between two writers in
two different languages are often not helpful for con
wouctive criticivn At time# 1t may have the ment
of suggeston The mmilatity between the French
and the Indan wriers s so their versatility and xange
of creattve gemus Both are masters of prose and
verse both are writers of prose fiction both have
wrtten dramatie and lyescal poetry both are child
lovess and have tendered the homage of exqumusie
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song 1o the sovereignty of childhood  But the students
of hterature will not fail to observe that the two
wnters belong to two divergent schools Tennv an
has nghtly called Victor Hugo Stormy Voice of
France The preat French poet was  Lord of human
tears  The muse of the Indian Poer moves m the
glory of early dawn and seeks the gathering shadows
of evening _ She finds ber pleasure not in the torm
and stress but in the smiling beauties of Nature
She Iistens to the voice of the sandal scented wind
from the south and knocks gently at the door of the
human heart The genus of Victor Hugo was not
only d, but even melod He was a
master of the big bow wow style Rabmdranath mn
bis Jater writings has touched spiritual heights seldom
reached by any poet

No estimate of Rabindranaths Iife and works
would be complete without towching upon hus phil
osophy of the Intiute The Poec never loses sight
of the Infimte 1n the fimte the Unhmited mn the
Lumited This 1s mterwoven 1n the warpand woof of
Fis writings

In his famous novel Gora he makes Gora the
hero of the piece speak thus

Unless there be finite the Infinite cannot express
stself It 1s through the fimite that the Infimte mani
fesz‘zltself N ge the Poct sings
ain 1 another pagsa
%V\thm the f\mtz Oh Thou Infinite Thou playese

Thy own tune Hence so taptutously sweet 1s Thy

mantfestation 1 me
The Poet has found mn mus: the mamfestation of

the Infinite thtough the finte  The passage last quoted
35am illustration in his masterpiece Chitrangada

As i & song m a momentary Thythm there 1s
asif a mystical echo from the Eternal

There 1¢ a parallel 1dea 1 another of fus songs
The mind cannot a%pmach Him  But musie soars
4 kisses His throne

h\glglg}x;‘!alr; th; Poer s faith 1 music which brings him
such a beatific viston as wleo ;&e m the following










